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AN. ACGCGURAT DISCOURSE 
 Solidly and plainly Demonſtrating 


How Inconvenient, Rbalous & {infull it is, inthe preſent 
"Cizcumſtancesof the Churctrof Scotland, 


For Miniſters of Chriſt there , that they may obtain a preten- 
ſters of Lore. 
ded Libe#ty to Preachand Adminiſter the Sacraments, in - 
 ſachiand ſuchparticular Paroches, Togive Bondto their 4 
-- preſent Rulers, That they [hall ve peaceably: | Pants 


Or 


S.,.* 
—- 


| Foreothers, in their name and behalf , to Bit to the ſaid Rulers for their peace= 
+. gltetiving, &to preſent them when call ſo ro do, & in caſe of faillzie .. 
=_ \ Townderly F great genalty : 


, __ And fo 


Diſcovering dearly the great unfairhfulneſs of The Aﬀirmarive Vore, of the late 
Meeting of Miniſters at Edinhurghy( Annv1679.) concerning the Lawfullneſs 
of giving the Bond then preſented by the Cowuncill: 


. z 


AS ALSO 


caſtenally holding forth many conſiderable Truths yery,neceſſary to b 
| known & pondered m-theſe dark, & difficult Times. BA, 
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: A L E FT Ss 
Concerning the Bond,tendered by theCoun- 


cill of Scotland,to lomePresbyterians 
therc,inthe Y car 1679. 


| S 1 R 
| Find now too certain what was reported, of that Meeting of 
Minifters at Edinburgh , their allowing by Vote the Peo- 
ples giving that Bond of ſurety for the Miniſter, required in 
the Proclamation , and have alſo got a double of the Bond 
itſelf, ] bear the Meeting had ſeverall communings and 
rampernigs, with the Members of the Councill , anent this 
buſnieſs, by ſome of their number , whom hey appointed 
ro wait upon them from time ro time for that purpoſe, 
Whart was the marrer of their Commuving , or to what end, I cannot wellrell; 
However when at laſt the Brethren, who were appointed, returned,the meeting 
| after ſome ſort ofConference among themſelves upon the preſent Favour (as they 
rerme it) granted by his Maj. bearing a liberty forPresbyterianMiniſters to exer- 
Ciſe their Miniftry , did generally Conclude ( and that ere ever they had ſeen the 
Bond)T hat they found no Reaſon why thePeople might not give ny y at this time for 
6s Miniſters peaceable behaviour, And upon an other day atcerward, it is again 
Concluded as followeth: The meeting having conſidered the bond of ſecurity ar now 
preſented by che Councill,find nothing thermn to alter their former determination affire 
mative.1 bear there were ſeveral} and theſe of the moſt eminent'wbo endeavoured 
to prevent this determinationS& were forthe negative whenti zame to bevored.Sir, 
my charity toward many of theſeBrerhern would ſcarce ſuffer me co beleeve, That 
ever they would have rabled ſuch a queſtion to be debated in ſo publick aMeeting, 
far leſs affirmatively determined ir, Bur finding it now (as I ſaid) roo certain ; 
and this being the thing wherin you defire advice, I bave the more freedom to re- 
rurn an anſwer, when 1 have firſt rold you that the newes of theſe rwo Vores was 
ſo ſurprizing , that I was made alirtle to fir down as one aftonied at the Reporg, 
yea & wn 6a ſoul is ſo overpreſt , that 1 am in afſtrait whetber ro ſay away 
thing or be altogether filent, and whator how ro expreſs my ſelf if I fay an 
thing. Alas! is ic come rothis inthe Church of Scotland? Thar ſo many wiſe 
men , and who by Office are ſeers tothe Church, did ſee noreaſon why ſuch a 


Bond might not be given ro theſe who now require it, and that as a figne of the 
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Churches ſubjeion ro thar power which they have aſſumed byes it; peaMar ſuck- 
a > wy $7 when rheCry of rheSouls under che Alrar, whowere flainforrbe word 
of oti&ch&Tcftimbny which they held, was fornuch increaſed by reafan of their 
blood wich theſe h& recently ſhed, Ot where is 50w thatfingle eye wherwith 
our former Secrs ſaw of old, who foundyalid & convincin Reaſons for'refuſing 
bonds of far leſs import rothe Cauſe & Churches prejudice? O ! where is the 
diſcerning of ſome of theſe lathe Reverend Brethren , who bare perceaved 
ſnares more covertly hid then now they are, when theſnare is ſo openly ſpread is 
the Gghr of the bird?Did ſo mary Brethzen, conveened mn a _—_ Meeting find 
no Reaſon why ſuch a Bond as this otght nor ro be given > Was there noevill, nay, 
nor {ſo much\as the appearance of eviltro be faund in ir ? Was there no ground, nor 
ſo much as an occafton of offence in it > Was there nothing in it , that might oCc= 
cafiona new breach; and alſo widen & render the former more incurable > Was 
there nothing in it,that might be ſuppoſed would grieve rhe hearrs of many of their 
dear Brethren , and many others dear ro God; the grieving of whom ought not 
to have been deſpiſed ? Could theſe Brerbren ſuppoſe , that the paſſing ſuch a 
Vote wonld indeed ſariſfy all rbe reft of the Non-conform Miniſters & Church of 
Scotland ? or that their determination affirmative would (or ought) alſo determine 
all the reft > Was there nothing to be found , in yeelding to pive this Bond, rhat 
might occaſion both Miniſters and Miniſtry :o become yer more vye,and conremp- 
tible in the eyes of this eviil generation ? Was there nothing 1n it of a dangerous 
preparative,of wreathing & continuing a yoke of bondage , upon the necksof 
Chrifts free Ambaſſadours, unto the generations to come ; & a bad copy: roall 
other Magiſtrates to impoſe the like Bond , upon faitbfull Miniſters of the Goſ= 
pell. Was there nothing to be found therin, that might provea probable, yea una- 
voydable remprarion ro Miniſters their being unfaichfull in delivering the whole 
of their Mafters meſſage, & declaring all the Counſellof God? Was there no- 
thing in ir, to ſcarr & dererre, both Miniſters & people (or ſo much as to pur 
them in ſome. demurre) from giving a Bond , upon ſuch an account, as the like 
therof was ſcarce ever required, far leſs yeelded ro by any Church or Church-men 
to this day ? Ah alas! Thar ever the Miniſters of Scotland ſhould bave been 
the firſt , that ever trode in this ſtrange and untroden path | Was there no 
bazard of confirming, & encouraging the Rulers, in all rheir iniquous Im- 
poſitions of this nature ? Yea was ther nothing in it, that mighr at leaſt be in- 
rerpreted a direct condemning many Worthies, both Miniſters & others, as being 
ignorant ſcruplers & prepoſterouſly zeallous for undergoing the outmoſ of ſuffe- 
ngs, ere they wouid engage inthe like bonds ? Ah ! whicher have we nor 
cauſed onrſhame ro go?Ol if ir were poſſible to prevent. or ſtop rhe ſpreading of 
this Report , for preventing whar further diſgrace is like to be caft upon ali the 
Miniſters of Scotland ; for whoever hears of this will coun: all alike, ſeeing the 
thing was both publickly vored by a Meeting of Miniſters, aſſuming ro themſel- 
ves the name of a Genera/l Aſſembly ;yea & of the Repreſentative of the Church of 
Scotland. As alſo no publick difſent orProteſtarion entered againſt rh-ſame.Inthe 
mean while [am not alitle refreſhed by rhis,rhat ir is nor as you & I beard ar firſt , 


Thar few Miniſters in Scotland would be againſt that Vote; for after tryall _ 


XUM 


= > 
wiltbefound , I hope, rather few to approve therof, yea ſome of themſelvG- 
who-then aggreed, doalready wilh that it bad never been tabled in.that Mecs 
tiogy. And before | proceeq, L muſt cell you thar ſeveral: wanted not their teatess 
thevnor a tew ofthat Mectiag,as it was then conſtitute, would be ready et ugh to 
declare themſelves for (uch a Bond, whenever they ſhuuld have occation for cthag 
* effect ; and there was too good ground for this, Confidering 1. How we bave 
provoked the Lord, by our former cedings & unfaithfulnes 1 to price us upto 
walk in connlelis of our own, 2. How Miniſters . & their Miniftry have 
been brougbr under ſo much ſubjetion, to the Civill Mayiftiate already, by 
clofing with & »mbractag the rwo firſt Indulgences. 3, I bat ſo many Mint- 
fters jn Scorland bad laid themſelves afide, from the publicke exerciſe of their Mie 
niftry declining & ſhifting to preach under the Crofle, thele many years patt. 4. 
W har ſecret grudgings, emulations & whiſperings, now & then vented by 
ſome, in ſharp & bitter InveCtives againſt their Brethren, tor ſupplying the de- 
{oiare parts of our Church, by tranfient viſits, in this diſturbed ſtate ; being 
neither willing to labour themſelves, or that others (though upon their perill) 
ſhould ſupply their defe&t ; bur rather with the Common Enemy deſpifing & re- 
proaching hole perſecuted Brethren, as diſ-orderly walkers fotterers of the 
people in an ignorant zeall , leaders of them into ſeparation & fomenters of divi- 
fion;and roo often decrying,exrenuating & undervaluing all the glorious & fignall 
appearances of the power of God, at theſe meetings, & the fingular blefſed ef- 
fects , wich were produced by the right arme of the Lord, in the Miniſtry of rheir 
Brethien, who were deſpiſed in the eyes of the world, &X roo muchalio in 
theirs. 5. How theſe generall Meetings were called oy lince the late doole 
fall & forrowfull diſpenſation, which was ar firſt by a few, and theſe ſuchas bad 
litle concerned them(ſclves in the defolations of the Church, during the time of 
the bypaſt perſecution , till the late Proclamation for this new liberty or Indul<- 
gence. 6. How the leaven of the two firſt Indulgences hath wrought rill ir bad 
neer leavened our whole lump, that ſeverall who profeſt once to be clear & pe- 
rempcory againſt ir, & ſome whothen had the offer, and refuſed to accepr, of late 
were become favourers of & pleaders for it. 7. What eager longing 100 many had 
after ſome new Indulgence, as hath been manifeſt from' thejexprefſions & car- 
riage of ſome, which did clearly [hew their readines toimbrace the firſt offer thar 
might come in their way, Laſtly if we confider the Conftitution of the late mee= 
ting who paſt this Vore, T hat it was for the moſt part made up of Indulged,avows 
ed Applauders of the Indulgence, or un-1er-hand Approvers & favoure:s of the 
fame; yea and ſome of them vigorous: Contenders for thele old publick Reſo« 
lations , which was a fignall ſtep of the Church of Scorlands declining , and who 
were aQRive perſecuters of their diſſenting Brethren ar the time of that tempta- 
tion: I ſay an impartial Reflexion upon theſe & the like Confiderations may 
make it ſeem eſſe ſtrange, that ſuch a Vore did ſoealily paſſe at that Meeting, Bur 
ſeing you defire to have an account of my- Thoughts anent this new Liberty, & 
the me: had preſcrived ro Miniſters for entering ro Congregations by petitionipg 
the Conncil & giving this Bond of ſurety, And wiki the people may con» 
curre in calling Miniſters who will enter this way,l dare not ſhan to communicar 
whac light I bave therio,though moſt unſicot many, and as averle as ary from enter 
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ie intoa Conreft wherin I am neceſfirat toViffer from fo many Reverend 
Brethren , whom I highly honour in the Lord, & who havedeſervedly been 
eſteemed in the Church;yet 1 cannot bur bear my Teſtimony againſt what fin & 
eIſce inthis, as I would not parra ke of other mens fin; And ſhall in obedience 

ro your Deſire (if ir may be of any uſe for futher information ro yow or others who 
are carefull ro keep themſelves from the Contagion of this current DefeCtion) 
ſpeak alitle ro this ſad ſubjet,and bold forth what Reaſons do at preſent occurr 
rome againſt the giving or allowing rogive that Bond for Miniſters to obtain 
this new Indulgence: And in order chereto, I ſhall propoſe this method ; 1.1 ſball 
lay down ſome Generalls previouſly to be confidered; 2. a word to the Liberry 
gramed ro Miniſters by the Civill Magiſtrac, 4. Some things by way Explicas 
tion of che Bond.g. Propoſe the ſtate of the Queſtion, & draw forth ſome Reaſons 
for the negative. 5. Anſwer briefly ro ſome Objetions. And /aſt:y tor obvia- 
ting Miſtakes,1 ſhall point at ſome of our Principles ancat the CivillGovernment, 
5 tothe Firſt, | ſhall rouch only upon ſuch generall Conſiderations as are moſt 
conducible ro my preſent ſcope of arguing againſr giving this Bond inthe preſenr 
Caſe. And t. Ler us refle&t upon ſome Poſitions of the Reformed Government 
of our Church called Preſbyterian, as: (1) This Government is not of a rempo=- 
rall or Civill nature, but purely ſpiricuall , and ro be exerciſed modo ſpiriouals; 
and conſequently, (2) It is a Government ſpecifically diſtin from & indepen- 
dent upon theCivillGovernmenr, and neither to be confounded therewith nor ſub= 
ordinat therero,cither in the power or exerciſe ofthe power.(3) ThisGovernment 
1s notMonarchicall, ſave only in the Head Chriſt; Nor Hierarchicall,or prelaticall; 
not Democraticall;not Magiſtraticall,nor Magiſterial;but Minsſteriall,& 10 be e- 
Xerciſed in an immediate ſubordination toChriſt as ſole Head , King & ſupreame 
Governour of che Church & Inſticurer of this Gavernmenr. (4) I hat this Goyern- 
ment of the Church is to be exerciſed by a plurality of Compreſbyrers,or as wee 
uſe ro ſay Communi conſilio & conſenſu Preſbyterorum,nor by any fingle perſon (it is 
iven Unitati non un:)nor at all by the Civill Magiſtrar.(5) That therryall & jud- 
ging of the Qualifications & firtedneſs of men for the Miniſtry , as alſo the power 
of Conv ing a Licence to Preach, or the poreſtative Miſſion ro the Minifteriall 
funQion (being acts ofEccleſiaſtick order and Juriſdition)belong only roChurch 
Officers intheir Claſſicall or Synodicall Meetings. (6) As the tryall & judgins 
of a Perſons firtedneſs for the Miniſtry in generall,ſorbe tryall & judging of Mim- 
ſers Qualifications & ftredneſs for the exerciſe of their Miniſtry,to rhe,beſt edifi- 
cation,in ſuch or ſuch a particular Charge or Congregation belongeth only to theſe 
Church-Officers, And therefore (7) the power oX cranſplanting or looſing Mi- 
nifters from one particular Charge & fixing them in another , is proper only to 
Church-Officersfas an intrinfick att of the power, (8) As the power or office 
of the Miniſtry is given authoritatively from [eſus Chriſt alone, who aſcended on 
high and gave gifts ro men, & this great gift of tbe Miniſtry unro the Church, ro 
be conveyed by the Preſbyrery ; ſoby the fame Comveyance, he gives them the 
exerciſe & liberty to the exerciſe of the Miniſtry, (for ir is frivolous in this caſe 
todiſtinguiſh between the Exercije & Liberty to the exerciſe, at Jeaft as to their 
Riſe and Conveyance, as ſome doe) and therefore neither rhe office, nor oy 
exerciſe 


XUM 


7 
exerciſe of the Office,nor liberty of the exerciſe therof upon,and ſoare 
not ſabordinat to , nor to be ed trom the Civill ftrar. (9) Thar tbe 
Magiftrac hath not a puwer or right topreſcribe ro, or impoſe __ Miniſters 
(who are the Ambaſſadours only of Chriſt) Inſtructions, Rules, iQtions or 
limirarions,to regulate rhem in rhe exerciſe oftheu Miniſtryzeſpecially when theſe 
—_ proceed only from,& are founded upon the Magi ars aſſumed pow 
er & ſupremacy in Church-marrers , & haveno other ground or reaſon w 
they can challenge Miniſters their obedience& ſubjection thereto, And therefore 
0) That Minifters are nor accountable tothe Civill Magittrate in the exerciſe 
F their miniſterial] funCtion, or inthe adminiſtrarion of aftaires purely ſpiritual} 
& ecclefiaſtick., formally and primd inſtancid. 
A LI. Generall conſideration we may reflect upon, is : The ſupervenient En- 
agements & Obligations ro God which ly & ſpecially upon us of the Church of 
nd, by our ſolemnly ſworn Covenants, for the maintenance & defence of 
this Preſbyterian Government, & the reft of the work of Reformation in all the 
principles rherof; And, that we ſhall without reſpect of Perſons endeavour the ex- 
tirpation of Popery , Prelacy &c. and wharſoever is conrrary to ſound doftrine 
& the power of Godlines; And that we ſball aſſiſt & deſend all theſe that enter 
in to this Covenant, in the maintaining & perſuing therof, and ſhall not ſuffer our- 
ſelves directly nor indire#ly, by what ſoever Combination , perſwaſion or terror 
tO be divided or withdrawn from this bleſſed Union; bur ſhall all the dayes ofour 
liſe zea/louſly & conftantly continue therin, againſt all oppoſition; & promore the 
ſame according to our power againſt all lerts & impediments whatſoever ; and 
what we are noable our ſelves to ſuppreſſe or overcome , we ſhall reveall & make 
known, that it may be timely prevented or removed: &c. All which we ſhall doas 
inthe fight of God, Which Covenant hath frequently been renewed in thisChurch, 
and the breach therof often publickly acknowledged, and we —_ engaged 
again co the duties therin contained; as may be ſeen particularly in that Paper cal- 
led 4 ſolemne Acknowledgment of fins 5 Engagmene to duties, wherin we areexpreſ- 
ſely engaged, amongſt other Errors,again{tScb:ſme,Scepriciſme & Gnqenſſos, 

A 1. Genera//to be Confidered,is: T he manifold Encroachmems, Invattons & 
Uſurpations made by the CivillM agiſtrat upon the Royall prerogatives ofChriſr, 
thElncrinfick previledges of his Church & the juſt freedom of bis Ambaſſadours, 
by many _— Lawes, Acts & Edicts,eſpecially of late,together with all their 
vigorous endeavours by open force & ſubtile Infinuationszto purrt theſe lawes in 
execution,and to advance this defigneof bringing the whole Ordinances ofChrift, 
& Officers of his Houſe in ſabordination unto , & under the Check, Cenſure & 
Regulation of the Civil! Magiſtrar, and ſo put themſelves in actuall pofſeſſionof 
what is aſſumed and ſerrled by law. Many Inſtances of their endeavours to this 
effect might here be given , eſpecialy theſe late years by paſtz and of their 
roo ſuccefifull prevailling by Church-mens ceding thereto, wherof I ſhall for 
preſent only give theſe following:the Firſt relating tothe Prelares, as (1) their al- 
tering of the Church-Government from whar it was by Chriſt's Inftirution & 
the practice of the pure primitive times intoa Government of Humane Invention 
& Lordly domination over the Lords Inheritance contrary to tbe word of __ 
(2) 


- externall Government of the Church. (3) 


's$. 


The Prelats were ſert up & eſtabliſhed , & rhe of Ordinarionss 

: Maar untothem from he King, as rey by brs RoyallOffice-ro all rhe 
The Kings giving them theirParenrs 

impowering them to/exerciſe rhar pretendet'Charch-Office , making/themac- 
counrable in all their Ecclefraftick Adminiſtrations ro himſelfas ſupreme 'Gover- 
-nour of the Church. A Second Inftance we have in reference to Prelbyrerian' Mi. 
niſters, as : (1) Turning them our of their particalar Charges for nor raking Pre- 
ſentation from the Parron-&'Cvltarior fronrthe Prelates : and for this Cauſe by 
Act;of Parliament declaring their Churches ro be #pſo jure vacant. (2) Diſcharging 
them abſolutely to exercile' any parr of rheir Minifteriall fun&tion withio this 
Church.(z) Raiſing & diMparing all theirChurch-ludicarones of PreſbyrriesSy- 
nods& Gen, Aſlemblies.(4)In the matter of the two Late Indulgences roPreſbyre- 
rian Miniſters , wherein we may take notice of ſeyeral!l orievous encroachments 
upon Chriſts prerogative & his Chunides priviledges,as: (1) » this Indulgence 1s 
granted and deduced from the Kings ſupremacy in Church-affaires , & convey- 
ed by the Councilil ; asisclear from his Maj. Letrer ro che Councill wberupon 
the Indulgence is founded , and as the Narrative of the Waranrs given to the fir{t 
Indulged, doe beat in theſe words , In purſuance of his Maj. Commands fignified 
-bybir Letter of the 7,of Fune 1669, &c. (2.) The King by his Conncill doth no- 
minar & elect according to his ſoveraign pleaſure cercainof the oured Miniſters, 


_ as were judged by them moſt firred;& qualified, ro be appointed,or readmirted ro 


the exerciſe of their Miniſtry , and by that ſame power & pleaſure excluding or 
paſſing by the reft{as unworthy and unqualified tor receiving that|power or waT- 
rant, interdiCting them any exerciſe rberof under all higheſt pain. (3) By tbis In- 
dulgence he fixes or admitrs them to exerciſe the function of therr Miniſtry in 
whar —_—— flock&paroch he pleaſeth ro aſſizn :,though under the notion ofa 
Confinemenr. (4) He reſtrits them in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry ro theſe 
parricularParoches,inhibiring rhem to preach elſe where in the Church. (5) Wirth 
theſe Reftritions he gives them alſo ſeverall Canons or Rules, to regulate & di- 
re&them in exercifing their Miniſteriall oftice. (6) All this is done without either 
advice or conſent of the Church , or any of her Lawfull Officers,but at his Maj. 
ſole pleaſure as ſupremein all Cauſes, (7) The Indulged Miniſters have been fre- 
quently called & conveened before rhe Councill, to give an account, How they 
had obſerved theſeInjunctions which they had/received from them , & ſeverely 
rebuked, yea & ſome of them ſentenced,by being filenced & depoſed for allead- 

d diſobedience to,or non-obſervance of the ſame; And this is done according xo 

erenor of the foreſaidLertterzas in theſe words To turn them immediatly out in cg- 
ſedse. AThirdInftance we have in all theſe ſevere ats & cruell Executions folloyy- 
ing rherupon, againſt many other Miniſters , for preſuming to exerciſe their Mi- 
niftry (though 1n a caſe of ſo urgent neceſſity, & upon ſoearneſt Calis of the 
Roaple) withour that licence or warrant which was. granted to the La- - 


ATV. General! previouſly ro be confidered, is: The faichfull,zealous laborious 


©," & conſtant wreltlings & conrendings,by manifold Teftimonies,Proteſtations, De- 


clararions &c. of our faithtull & worthy Predeceſſors,in defence of their foreſaid 
Prin= 
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Principles of Preſb. Government, and their peremprory wichſteadiag oy thiod 
which they perceived might in tbe leaſt tend to bring the Government or Min 
under a ſubordination or accountablenes to the CivillMagiftrar, faichfully & cou- 
ragiouſly witnefling their reſentment of any attempts trending that way » by 
their trequent difſentings & proteftarions againſt any a&ts or Concluſions infinua- 
ting ſuch Attempts in Corrupt Aſſemblies , & againſt the very Cooftirution of 
ſome of them upon that account; & by their frequent preſenting of Grievances 
tothe King, Councili & Parliament, yea & ſomtimes entering Proteftation at 
the Croſs of Edinburgh againſt proclamations — the como be ſuprem e 
Iudge in Church-martters, & that none ſhould appeall from him & his Councill, 
Mavy luch Inſtances may be produced: Neither have we wanted witneſſes inour 
own time, both at the breaking up of the laſt Reformation from Prelacy , and 
alſo fince the late Revolution & overturning of the work of Reformation, who 
bave proteſted & given teſtimony againſt all ſuch encroachmenrs & uſurparions : 
And ithouyh alas! we cannot produce any joynrt Teſtimony under our hands, 
againſr all the horrid Invaſions made upon our Royall Maſters prerogative & bis 

burches Righcs, fince the laſt overturning ; yu ſome have adventured to wit- 
neſs practically & particularly againſt thele uſurpations & teſtified their maine 
taining of rheir Miniſteriall freedom , who with bleſſed ſucceſs under manifold 
bazards & bardſhips , have often ventured upon the publick exerciſe of their Mi- 
niſtry boch in houſes & fields , contrary to all theſe Law-laterdictions , with- 
out any licences or Indulgences from the Civill Magifſtrat , or coming under 
bonds ro him; nor out of any contempr of his auchoririe,bur meerly out of the con» 
ſcience they had of an indiſpenſable dury, Thar they might make full 
proof of their Miniſtry, in ſuch acrying neceflity of the Church, and that thereby 
they might alſo witneſs they held their Miniſtry from Jeſus Chriſt alone their on» 
ly Lord & Mafter, and their dependence only on bim , both as to their office, 
ex-1ciſe of the office, & liberty to the exerciſe therof. 

Thus baving laid down theſe few Confiderations, to be refleted onzit would 
ſeem ro me, that any who would be at pains duly ro ponder the ſame, needed no 
further aryumeort tro make the very name & notion of whatſoever Bond of 
ſucery required by the preſent Rulers (& tbat as a Condition of admitting Minie 
ſters unto the exe'ciſe of their Miniſtry) moſt odious & dereftable at the firſt 
view; and yer more odious , ro engage in ſucha Bond as is now required ; & 
molt of all, (har the giving of ſuch a Bond ſhould be decided & declared by a pus 
blick yore of M1: iff ers 10 be lawfull & warantable. Bur now a word 10the liberty. 

As for L'berty i: gererall, which Miniſters have granted unto them by theCivill 
Magiſtra: tor the exerciſe of their Miniſtry, it may be confidered either abſtraS- 
ly in it's own nature, or relatively, 1. Abſtractly or abſoiurcly , it may be taken 
either poſit;rely » negatively. Poſitively I underſtand it; whereby the © ivill Mae 
giltrat (by vertue of his Magiſtraticall authori:y) doth: C mmand & al'ow all 
the Minifters within his Dominions freely 10 exerciſe their Miriftr 
according '0 the word of Gud, for the edification of his ſubjes, Negerovely 
as It is a bare permiſſion, or rarher a not-binde'ing of Miniſters 10 exerciſe thejg 
Mioiſtry. 2. This liberty may be conſidered TY ; Aud that 1. as itrelateg 


ro 


Ks. 


IO, 


tothe lawes made againſt it. 2. Tothe Magiftrat who grants i. 4. Tothe perſons. 


ofthe Miniſters who accepr it. 4. Torbe places of their Miniſtry. 5, To tbe Mi- 
niftery ir ſeif, And 6. as it relates to this preſent Bond, 

I. Then, as this liberty relates to the lawes made againſt it, it may be confi- 
dered in a threefold ſenſe: (1) as it is the totall removing & taking offof a Law- 
reſtraint, thatis,a reſcinding & quite annulling ſuch lawes & EdiCts as are made 
in prejudice of ic. (2) As itis only a ſuſpending of the Execution of theſe Lawes 
(which is indeed a removall of the legal! reſtraint pre rempore) and that during 
the pleaſure of the lawgiver. (3) As it is imply anot executing of theſe lawes , 
which may be either out of negitgence or Conmvence ; for inſtance the liberty 
which many Miniſters have had (or rather taken) ro preach fince this late In- 
dulgence, and yer have nor given up their names torhe Councill, nor found 
Surety according to the Proclamaiion: which three ſorts of liberry may & ought(in 
ſo far as it is a liberty) co be embraced & emproved by any Miniſter of theGolpell, 

2. This liberty may be conſidered with reſpeCt to the Magiſtrar who grants ir, 
who (1) may cither be an open & avowed Enemy to the work & people of 
God, ora proteſt friend thereto ; If ane avowed Enemy, then the liberty granted 
is the more to be ſuſpect, bur cannot upon that only account be rejected, if in it- 
ſelf finiefs ; Or (2) may eirher have a good & honeſt delign in granting ſuch a 
liberty, ora wicked deſign therin : Tf an honeft defign , rhen the Miniſter ro 
whom 1t is granted , ouphr to be fo far from retufing the ſame, that rhe Granters 
good deſign (though theGranrer other wiſe be but corrupt)ſhould rather be a mo» 
tivecohim ro accept of ir,the liberry being in it ſelf lawfull. Bur if cbeGranrter have 
a bad deſign & prejudicall to the Goſpell in tendering this liberty, then either this 
wicked defign is made known rothe Acceprer (whether the granter diſcover 
the ſame by his words, or declare it by his practice) or itisnot: If the former, 
then either the effetuating of chat evill deſign hath a neceſſary & inſeparadle 
Connexion with the accepting of rhe liberty, or the evill defigne therof is ſuch as 
may be prevented or removed by rhe Acceprers: Ifrhe former , then I cannor 
ſee how ſuch a liberty can without fin be embraced or bargained for, though 
Brherwiſe never ſo warantable, and a proteſtarion in this caſe would be but contra- 
ria fafto: [f the latter, then I conceive that the Accepter 's proteſtation againſt rhar 
evill deſign , rogerber with a praCticall endeavour ro defeat it, might in ſuch a 
Caſe be a ſufficiem falvoro the Accepter's Conſcience,the liberty being othewiſe 
lawfull. Bur if this wicked defign of the Magiſtrat (the Impoſer) be hid 8& la- 
rentto the Acceprer, then Iſeenort how he can refuſe aliberty (otherwiſe fanleſs) 
upon this only account, That the Magiſtrat who grants it is ſuſpected to have 
ſome evill defign in granting ir, when-no ſuch deſign is made apparenr ; 
for in ſuch a Caſe I ſuppoſe it ſufficient, that the Acceprer endeavour what in bim 
lyes roobviat & difſappoint whatſoever wicked defign can be prerended or ſup. 
poſed, & particularly that which the Granrer is ſuſpeed ro have in granting ir, 

. As this liberty relates torhe Perſons of the Miniſters, it may be Confide- 

red either as it ise xtended to all without exceprion, or as it is denyed to ſome 2 
If it bedenyed ro ſome (as in our caſe it is to many) and theſe roo who bave been 
moſt faithfull , uſefull & ſucceſſefull inthe work of the Miniſtry in the Cocky 
and 


XUM 


Il, 


and upon which very account they are deprived of ic, becauſe they bave been ſuch; 
then I bumbly apprehend thar che tampering for , or accepting ofirt wold be aa 
active concurring with the wicked defign of tbe Excepters,indebarring ſuch uſe- 
full Inſtruments (though never ſo few in themſelves, or deſpicable in the eyesof 
others) from the free exerciſe of their Miniſtry to the manifeſt derrimenr of the 
Goſpell, & conſequently finfull:an active concurring I ſay, becauſe an aCtive con- 
ſenting to a bargain made up of ſuch finfull Conditions, whereot this is oneT hat ſo 
many Eminent Miniſters muſt be debarred from the foreſaidLiberty;and ir is robe 
judged an ative conſenting , in ſo far asthe rermes & conditions are accepred, . 
the bargain actually complyed with & acquieſced in by the Acceprer, without 
any Proteſtation apainſt the depriving of others of this liberty , & the evill deſign 
thereby intended (which yer wold ſeem tobe bura Proreftarion contradicting 
the practice, 1. Becauſe all theſe finfull Conditions & Rettriftions are inſepa- 
rably interwoven with the liberty gramed inthe Proclamation, unto which the 
Bond muſt be conform, 2. Becauſe ther is no obtaining of this preſent Liberty , 
bur as it is tendered by the Councill, that is, asitis complex of all theſe finfull 
Reſtrictions, of which the forementioned is one) for in this caſe he is to be holden 
a Conſenter that is nota Contradidter , as is clear from the like Numb, 30: 14. 
Where the Huſband confirmes his wiſe*s vowes by holding bis peace, or not con- 
tradicting and proteſting againſt them. If this Liberty be extended to all the Mine 
ſtersalike , then let ic be conſidered 

4 As it relates roPlaces; and thus it is either extended to all & every place with- 
inthe Magiſtrats Dominions , or it is reſtricted to ſome only : If to ſome only , 
thenir is clear that it ought upon rhis very account to be refuſed, in as much as the 
good of the whole, though attended with ſome externall hazard & Inconvemen=- 
ces (as in our Cafe) is alwayes to be preferred to the good of a part only, which may 
be obtained withour that hazard or inconvenience, |f extended to all places ahke, 
then it is either with a confinment of evry Minifterto a particular pariſhonall 
charge, or itis withour ſuch a Confinement; If with this confinement , then it is 
ſinfull roacceprt of it, & that for two Reaſons chiefly : (x) Becaule although all 
the faithfullMiniſters inScotland (& Licentiares r00) were every one of them fixed 
& reſtricted roa paroch, I ſuppoſe that notwithſtanding rberof , many paroches 
ſhould be vacant of ſuch paſtors.(2) Becauſe thereby Miniſters would be utterly 
debarred from the exerciſe of Church-diſcipline by Preſbyreries & Synods, as 
alſo incapacirat for ordaining a ſucceeding Miniftry.If this liberty be extended to | 
all places without any ſuch Confinement, Then 

5. If we Conſider this liberty with reference ro the Miniſtry it ſeif, Iris either 
granted wirh ſome (infulllmpokitions (and that either as roDoCtrine orDilcipline) 
or it is not : If the former, then ſuch a Liberty cannor be accepred without finef- 
pecially when theſe finfull Impoſitions do immediatly concerne & qualify the 
doctrine of the Miniſtry, as in our caſe. 

6. This liberty may be conſidered as it relates to the preſent Bond the giving 
of which is the very Condition of obtaining the ſame: And thus we are to look 
upon it as a Complex buſines i, e. as it is complicat with all theſe evills and Ine 
conveniences that are cither expreſt or implyed in the Bondir ſelf & rhe proc}a- 
Maiion wheron itis founded & to which it is _ tobe conformezand fo it mult = 
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moſt finfull ro embrace the ſame, as ſhall afrerward be made our. And whether 

a Liberty in this laſt ſer:ſe ougbt not more properly ro be termed a ſlavery,& bon- 
then true Liberty , letthe un-prejudicat determine from what hath been 

already , & ſhall atterward be ſaid, : | 

I come now to ſpeak of this particular Bond for Miniſters which is required by 
the Conncill , and allowed & vored to be lawfull by the late Convocation of 
Miniſters. (But by the way I cannot paſs, bow that it bath been by ſeverall obſer- 
ved (not witbout Reaſon) T hat the Lmpoſers of theſc Bonds do ſcarſe ler one year 
paſs without impoſing ſome engagments or other upon the preſbyrerians , ſom- 
times they are more obviouſly.groſs » ſometimes more ſeemingly ſmooth, ſome- 
times they are tendered more generally rhorow the Kingdom, lometimes}impo- 
ſed upon Dorvelar thires ; And allthis is carried on ſometimes by Craft & cun- 
ning, ſometimes by force & Cruelty: Doubtleſs it is not the leaſt part of their de- 
ſign, hereby 10 make Oaths & Bonds become a triviall & common thing, & by 
frequent renewing of them'to make the preſbyrerians, men of as capacious Con- 
ſciences as themſelves ; And iris ſadly ro be reared, or rather regrarted, that they 
have gained roo much of this delign allready) And leſt ther may ariſe any miſtake 
abour the rermes therof or that it [hould be repreſented either ro the better or ro 
the worſe, I bave thought fict to give you here the juſt & genuine double of ic, 
which is as followerb. 

»» We --- for as much as upon an humble petition given in to bis Maj. Privy 
9 Councill by --- they have granted to them --- tropreach and adminiſter the 
»« Sacraments in the Paroch, of --- conform to his May. Proclamation of the 29.of 
»» June laſt; and a Line under his Royall hand upon the 11 of July laſt Upon their 
» givingCaution ro the effect underwrittenT har is tro ſay Wee --- bind & oblige 
» us conjunctly & ſeverally our Heirs & ſucceſſors that the ſaid —- ſhall live pea- 
»» Ceably. Andin order thereto we bind & oblige us to preſent him before his Ma- 
 jeftics Privy Councill when we ſhall be called ſo rodo And in cale of failzy in 
», not preſenting bim we ſhall be lyable ro the ſumme of fix thouſand merks, 

There are other Copies alſo of this Bond, which in ſtead of the rterme granted 
(thar is here uſed in this copy } ſome of them have 4//owed, ſome grven Licence ; and 
withall they make mention of the Proclamation as gracious, which bow truely ir 
may be rermed fo, may juſtly be doubred, if there be any rructh inthe received 
maxime, Thar Bonum oritur ex integra Cauſa malum wero ex minimo quogue defe- 
&u. Burſecing this which I bave here inſerted is the juſt double of that which 
was preſented to the Miniſters at the foreſaid late Agembling, and upon which the 
Vore did paſs I ſhall hold my ſelf by ir. 

This Bond may be taken up in theſe rwo 1. The Narrative, 2. The Obli- 
gatory parr. Inthe Narrative are mentioned 1, an bumble petition givenin to the 
Councill by the parishoners for ſucha Miniſter as they have called ro ſuch a pa- 
roch. 2. The Councill's Granting of the ſaid petition, which Grant conſifts of theſe 
five, (1.) they grant the Minifter. (2.) ropreach & adminiſter the Sacraments, 
(3.) inſuch apatrticular paroch. (4) conforme to his Majeſty's proclamation & 
-Lerter. (5) upon their finding of —_—_— &c, | 

As for the Petition, it ſeemes chiefly ro import 1. That the people's calling of 
the Miniſter, their petitioning of the Preſbyt>ry , & their obtaining bim _ 
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| I. 
them , is hereby counted inſufficient for his being a4mitred tothe &xerciſe of 
his Miniftry, uarill the E_—__ firſt be ſupplicared for ic , & his Conſent ob» 


cained thereto ; And therefore. 2. T hat the way tbey took formerly roinvite & 
- call Miniſters (ar leaſt ſince Miniſters were outed) hath been irregular & dil-or- 
derly. 3- That they oaght not henceforth (ſeeing they [ook upon this new mode 
of calling Miniſters as their preſent duty) ſo long as matters continue thus circun. 
ſtantiar To receive or permit ſuch Miniſters roexerciſe their Miniſtry among 
them as doe not enter by this De novo damus. As to the 2, Part of the Narrative 
which is the Councills granting the petition, whereby 1. They grant ſuch « Mini- 
Fer, ic imports (1) That Granting or amhboritative giving of Minitters to the 
Church , & inveſting them with power to exeiciſe their Miniſterial office , doth 
not belong properly primarly & ſolely ro Chriſt as being the alone Head of che 
Church, nor to a Church-ludicatory in ſubordinatiop to him , nor to be conveyed 
to the Miniſters in an Ecclefiaftick way , But muſt immediarly be conveyed 
ro him from the Civill Magiſtrat, & thar ina Civil way. (2) That ic ſuppoſeth, 
yea and giveth ro the granter an authoritative & definuive power to co- 
gnolce upon, judge & determine, & that prims inſtantis who are worthy & 
qualified, & who unqualified for being admired to the exercile of the Miniſte-. 
TY. (3) Ir yeeldeih ro the Civill M agiſtrart a power borb Accumulat:tive aud privas 
rive in mitrers purely Eccliecfiaſtick, viz. a power ro grant or not togrant (as 
he pleaſeth) ſuch Miniſters a Licenceto exercile their Miniſtry, as are both qua» 
lified for, and alſo already ordained in that Function. 11. To preach & admunifler 
the Sacraments : which yeelds ro the Magiſtrat (beſide what we have obſerved in 
the former) a power to ſeparate & divide the Eſſentiall parts of the Minifteriall 
function , & enjoyn the Miniſters ſo to doe ; for by the Proclamation and Coun- 
cils a&t, the Minifters who accept of this Indulgence , bave Licence only ro 
preach & adininiſter theSacraments, ſo that what they wold ſeem liberally toyive 
with the one dand, they facrilegioully robb with tbe other, 111. In the paroch of & c. 
which ſuppoſes (1) Thar the Miniſter bath no power nor | all right ro exerciſe 
his Miniſtry ſave in that particular Congregation ro-which he is afſigned by the 
Councill, (2) That the Magyiſtrat hat h power to difſolye and annibilate the old ty 
& relation betwixt Paſtor & Flock , & to make up a new one at bis pleaſure; 
and conſeq. (3) That the power of fixing, planting & wranſplantiog of Miniſters 
is not the proper & inherent Right of Church-Tudicatories. IV. Conforme to bis 
Maj. Proclamation &&c. Whence it is manifeſt That as the Councill's Grant or 
Licence , ſo the Pariſhoners petition , the Cautioners bonding for the Miniſter, 
as alſo the Miniſters accepting of the Liberty therupon muſt be conforme ro, and 
fo a complying with & acquieſcing in all theſe evills(in ſo far as the rermes are thus 
ropoſed by rbe Granter , & without any reluctancy,or Proteſtation, accepted 
by the Receiver) rhar arc inſeparably connected with the ſaid proclamation,ſuch 
as:(1)The many bitrer invectives againſt field Meetings in the Narrative therof, 
and a poſitive Condemning all ſuch as Rendezyouzes of Rebellion &c. (2) Ane 
abſolute Inrerdicting of any ſuch Meetings for the furure under higheſt pain. (3) 
Reftricting the faitbfull Miniſtry of Scorland tothe ſourh fide of Tay only, exe 
cluding many other places alſo within the ſaid bounds from this liberty. (4) Ex- 


cluding all rheſe Miniſters who are ſuſ; nr by the Councill ro baye been _ 
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lareRiſing in armes.(5)All theſe alſo whoſhall afrerward be admitted by non-cons 
fo:me Miniſters. (6) Noliberty gramed for the exerciſe of Church-diſcipline, 
or ordaining others tothe work of the Miniſtry &c, V. U pon fndimg caution ©&c. 
Where obſerve (1) Thatthe Councill looks upon the Miniſters as perſons fo 
natghty or infamous, that they are not worthy to tranſact with in this affair, ar 
leaſt inmediatly & in their owoPerſons,but they muſt have others of more credir 
& Relpect ro repreſent them, undertake for them , & make up the bargain in 
their name & favours. (2) That the Miniſters are men of fo pernicious & profli- 
gat Principies , That they will makeno Conſcience ro performe their duty ro 
their luperiours (ſuch as peaceable living is acknowledged to be both by the Giver 
& Receiver of this Liberty) unleſs they be either allured thereto, partly by the 
benetice of a ſet [tipend from rhe paroch, partly by the promiſe of externall peace 
&X protection from the Councill ; or ciſe overawed thereto , either by the 
ie:ror of the Councill, or tear of hazarding the Caurtioners paying the penalty. 

In the Obligatory part of this Bond, I find the Cautioner is obliged to four 
things in reference to the Miniſter: 1. That he ſhall live peaceably : 2. In 
order thereto, he ſhall preſent him rothe Councill when calied ſo ro do : 3. In 
Cale he failzie , he ſhall be lyable ro Govo Merks: And g. he obliges (with him= 
leif) bis Heirs & ſucceſſors to all theſe. In all wbich we may oblerve this in ge- 
nerail, Thar there is here not only areall or virtuall, bura tormall, yea explicir 
Compact or Tranſation betweenthe Mayviſtrat on the one hand, & the Mini- 
ſter & hisCautioner on the othez;cach of the two Parties to performe ſomething to 
the other, but with this difference, that what the Magiſtrat is to pertorm, he 
prerends'ro do it out of mere condeſcendence or indulgence to the other 
party ; and therefore chailengeth to have the termes of the bargain in his 
own framing & propoſing ; wheras the Miniſter & his Cautioner being ſubjedts ro 
the Magiſtrar, are preſumed to performe their partasa duty , which they oweto 
their Magiſtrat, and are bound by the word of God to po anrecedaneouſly 
to this, orany other ſupervenient bonds of this nature : The Magiltraton his part, 
grants to the Miniſter a liberty or licence to preach , and that upon ſuch & ſuch 
Conditions as himſelf is pleaſed ro propoſe ; the Miniſter again on his 
part (or the -Cautioner ſor him) engages to tullfill theſe conditions : And fo 
the bargain is aggreed upon & concluded by them both, & a Record therof 
taken , & pur up in the councill;books to be keept ad futuram res memoriam. 

TheFir/t thing then thar theCaurioner 1sobliged to by this Bond,is, That the Mi- 
niſter ſhall live peaceably,or (as it is exprelt in the proclamation to which the Bond 
is faid to be conforme) That he ſbal! not preach Rebellion , ſchiſmnor Hereſy, Now 


though the rermes ſeem very ſmooth & plauſible, and if ſome ought to be belece * 


ved, are ſoplain, obvious & unqueſtionable, that they can har dly be lyable ro 
miſtake, or exponed in a finiſtrous ſenſe ; yer after a litle inquiry it will appear 
that they are mott ambiguous, & coſfequen'ly fallacious when ſo generally & 1n- 
definitly propoſed (as in this Bund:) for peace or peaceable [1vingmay be con- 
fidered either, RI 

(1) In it's nature and quality : and thus itis many wayes diſtinguiſhable, as: Pea- 
ceable living in a naturall or Morall ſenſe ; Civill or Ecclefiaitick ; —_—_— 
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Carnall &c, And fo according to every particular ſtate or condition that a man 
can be in, may pcaceable living be diſtinguiſhed, 

Or2. Asitrelates toir's Obje&ts, which may be either (Tr) Perſons , as God, 
Angels, men, devills, ſuperiors, Inferiors, Equalls. ſaints, finners, ourſelves 
or others &c. Or (2) Actions: Or (3) Things; and both, either good or 111; all 
which to number were infinite, 

þ Or 3. it may be Conſidered with reference to it's Rule , which may be eirher 
the Word of God., Light of Nature, Laws of the Land , preſcripr of Reaſon, 
pleaſure of the Rulers, Common Cuſtome &c, 

Or 4. With reſpe@ to it's Circumſtances of Time, place , perſons &c. 

Or 5 Wirth reterence ro it's nirive Conſequents or Concomirants, which may be 
either 1n generall the edificaxjon of the Church & Propagation of the Gofpell,or the 
prejudice & diſ-advantagetf borh ; or in particular , may be either rhe Contir= 
ming of the Godly, Convincing & reclaiming of the wicked, or the grieving & 
offending of the Codly, & hardening of the wicked &c., 

Or 6. Inal! or any of theſe Reſpets it may be either T'niverſall & Ab. 
ſolure, or Reſtricted & definite; And accordingly either lawtull or finfull. 

I ſhall nor at preſent inſiſt ro make a particular application of theſe , or the 
like diſtinftions ro our preſent cafe , bur this only in ſhort , that peacealle /i- 
ving ought to be conſidered with reſpe& to the whole Complex ſtate of affairs 
wherin it is required, However in generall Peacegble living imports in it ſomething 
Pofirive , & ſomething Negative : Poſitively , it may be deſcribed thus; ſubmiſſive- 
ly to acquieſce in, & reſt ſatiſfied with that (whether it be perſons , courſes or 
things &c) about wbich iti: tobeexerciſed, Negarively, 1t imports this, no wayr 
to contend with , oppoſe or teſtify diſlike, or ab/orrence at that or theſe Perſons,Cour- 
ſes , ebings &e. about which it is tobeexerciſed. And nowas to our preſent Caſe, 
let us enquire what ſort of peaceable /iving it is which is required in this Bond ? 1, Ir 
mult eirher be Generall & indefinite , and ſo abſtratted fromall, & reſtricted ro 
n2 particular & determinat ſenſe, Or 2. it muſt be Univerſall & Abſolute, 
& ſo comprehenſive of all & every ſenſe thar the termes are capable of.Or 3. Ir 
muſt be underſtood in ſome particular , dererminat & limited ſenſe. The firſt ir 
cannot be , B-cauſe To live praceably 15 here enjoyned in ſuch a ſenſe, as therin ir is 

ible ro give obedience ; bur ir is altogether impoſſible to hive peaceably abſtra- 

&ly from, & without having a reſpe& roſome particular ſenſe or other ; Therefore 
ro live peaceably 1s not enjoyned by the Councill in ſuch a generall , indefinit & 
metaphyticall ſenſe as excludes all & every particular ſenſe. If the 2. rhen, beſides 
rhar 1t 1s ſinfull ro engage in ſuch a Bond(as afterward is proven Arg. 4. of the 
1 Head) it 15 ridiculous & abſurd ro enjoyn peaceable living in ſuch a ſenſe, and as 
abſurd ro engage thereto in that ſenſe ; Becauſe the rermes thus raken are capable 
of, & lyable to ſenſes, both contrary to, & utterly inconſiſtent with one another. 
Bur 3. If this peaceable living be enjoyned in ſome particular , dererminat & li- 
mired ſenſe (as it muſt needs be, if irbe not nonſenſe) then our nexr enquiry is to 
know what 1s that particular & determinat ſenſe of the Councill or Impoſer : and 
this we may eaſily know by their ſenſe of Rebellion, Schiſm & Hereſy (tor the 
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Termes are equivalent, viz.ner ts preach Rebellion, Schiſmenor Hereſy as in theProckts, 

mation, and ro /ive peaceably , as is expreſt in the Bond; this being a co : 

pope of the other nearive) which they have a.lways declared, both by their pus. 
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ck As & Proclamations, an4 alſo by the whole ſeries of their procedour ay; 

the Pre(byrerians, to be ſuch as thereby they dire&ly condemne many points ro be 
Rebellion , Schiſm 8& Hereſy which the Preſoyrerians hold ro be neceſlary Duty, 
& ſound dodtrine, ſuchas theſe : 1 To preach the iniquity of the Parliaments De- 
claration 8 other the like Bonds impoſed upon Preſbyrerians, or roaſſerr the per- 
petuall obligation of the Covenant , & the breach therot to be perjury inthe high=- 
eſt degree both againſt God & man, 2. That we are bound every one of usin our - 
capacity & ſtation ro adhere to, & defend all rhe Articles & heads of theſe Cove- 
nants.” 3. Toaſſert the divine right of Preſb. Government, & the unlawfullnes of 
prelaricall & Eraſtian 4. That the prelats & their Cura:s are manifeſt Intru- 
ders , & tyranrically obrruded upon other faichfull men's labours withour the 
Churches advice or Conſent. 5. Thar ir is lawfull & a neceſſary dury for oured 
Miniſters ro continue in the exerciſe of their Miniſtry , and rhat it 1s the peoples 
duty to hear & own them for their only lawfull paſtors, and that norwirhſtandin 
of all the Law Interdictions to the contrary, 6. That Jeſus Chriſt is the alone Hea 
& abſolutely ſupreme Governour over the Church in all cauſes ſptrirualt & Ec- 
clefiaſtick . and thatitis an high Uſurpation and infolent Invaſion upon his Roy- 
all Prerogarive, for any man or mortall ro arrogate unto bimſelf either title or office 
of the ſame. 7. That all the perſecution which hath been inflicted upon the 
1) nem Miniſters and Proteſſors theſe 17 or 18 yeares, for witneſſing their ad- 

erence to the work of Retormation & refuſing ro comply with. or ſubzeR theme» 
ſelves ro Prelacy or che uſurped Supremacy over the Church , hath been a haynous 
fin againſt God, and horrid cruelty againſt his people: And many moe of this na- 
ture. Inſhorr, I take peaceable living , or not to preach Rebellion Schiſm nor Here= 
ſy.as it is now required & impoſed by the Councill, robe upon the marrer this 
viz. To refrain from reproving » teſtifying againſt , or any ways oppoſing ſuch 
Courſes (wherher finfull or lawfull) as are authorized or allowed by che Laws ov 
Example of our preſent Rulers. or tb» perſons (whether ſupreme or ſubordinart) who 
carry on the ſame. And conſequently to be altogether ſilent as ts the avowing ſuch 
duries,or rep: oving ſuch fins as are in controverſie between the Preſbyrerians & rhe. 
preſen! ——_—_ Papiltico-prelatick Party, fuch as theſe Preſbyrerian points above- 
me: rioned. 

 Burir is like ſome will ſay, That his Maj. & Councill allowing Preſb. Miniſters 
liberty ro preach, doth eo zpſo rolerart & allow them to preach & proteſle their 
P:eſb, Principles, and pes. ep That the Councill's ſenſe ot peaceable [wing is 
not to be interpreted according to their former Ads and Proc amari-ns againſt 
Convenricles which are n »w diſpenſed with, but accoriling to the preſvyrerians 
own ſenſe rherof, The (trengrh of this objeion ſeemes ro conſitt chic 1v in theſe 
Two: 1. Becauſe the lawes of the land are as dire@ly & expreſſcly ag-init Houſe- 
meertngs fimplicitey as they are againſt the Covenant & other controverteu Truths 
preachedat theſe Meetings, ſo that a diſpenſation for the one (viz. Houſe Mee- 
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+ tings) doth neceſſarly import & inferre a diſpenſing with the other, viz, prea» 


<cbing of theſe controverted Truchs. 2, Becauſe it 18 ſcarſe imaginable that the 
Rulers or any rationall man ſhould impoſe a Bord (& that by way of favour) 
upon Preſbyrerian Minifters,the termes wherof are known to be contrary to their 
Preſb, Principles (which this Bond wold certainly be if underſtood according ro 
tho foreſaid acts) art leaſt that they could in reafon expect that the Preſpyrenans 
ſhonld ingadge in ſuch a Bond , & yer continue true Preſbyrterians. 
Anſwer x. 1ithis Conſequence be valide, The Magiſtrat allowing Preſbyterian 
M inifters liberty ro preach , doth eo spſo allow them to preach their Preſbyterian 
Principles ; then this muſt be as valide. The Magiſtrate granting liberty to Preſ- 
bycerian Miniſters to exerciſe their Miniſtry, doth eo spſo grant them liberry ro e- 
Xerciſe their Preſbyterian Government, & ordain Pretbyterian preachers (borh 
which are efſenriall partes of that function} which is falle; tor rhey have no liberty 
or allowance,either by the proclamation or Bondto exerciſe thele two parts of the 
Miniftry,and ifthey ger leave ro exerciſe them,it is rather by Conntvence thenAl- 
lowance.2.As tothe Acts made againſt Preſbyrerian Houle-mectings,thereis ane 
exprefſe (\uſpending of the execurion of rhem,and that by virtue,of a power reſer= 
ved to his Maj, by $5. Act.ſefſ: 2.Parl.2. Wheras touching other acts made againſt 
many ofthe Preſbyrerian Principles or preaching of them, there is no ſuch ſuſpen- 
fGonas yer obtained, neither doth any of them reſerve to the King ſuch a power,and 
ſo he cannot in law doeit withour a parliament, But 3.1 ſuppole whar may be ſaid 
here as to Preſbyrerian Miniſters their liberty to preach their Preſbyterian Princi- 
ples, the ſame might have been ſaid alſo of the Liberty granted by the former In- 
dulgence;Burirt is well known , That ſome Preſby.erian Miniſters then Indnlged 
were proceſled asRebells &Traitours for preaching their PreſbyterianPrinciples, 
particularly Mr. William Weir, who for aſſerting the obligationof the Covenant, 
& — againſt the ſupremacy ,was turned out by theCouncill's Order. g.Sin- 
ce the proclamation for this new Indulgence, there comes forth another July 27. 
containing ane Indemnity ro theſe who were at the late Riſe; In which procla- 
mation (after many exceptions from theſaid Indemnity) it is injoyned as ane ex- 
preſſs Condition of enjoying the benefite of the ſaid Indemnity. That ifever 
ebey ſball be at any field Conventicle (though the necefli ty were never ſourgenr, as 
probably it may be) the ſaid indemnity ſhall not be uſefull to ſuch Tranſpreſſours 
any manner of way. In the ſame proclamation alſo it is expreſſely Commanded, 
To purſue d5 pumſh with all the ſeverity that law can allow all ſuth as ſhall afterward 
threaten or abuſe the Orthodoxe (i. e. the Corrupt) Clergy ; Andit's very proba- 
ble,thar hereby they no leſs diſcharge Miniſters ro threaten them by denouncei 
God's juſt judgment againſt them then any other perſons to threaten or abuſe 
rhem by externall violence nor murmur againſt their Fudicaturer or Officers (andif 
but Murmuring muſt be ſo ſeverely puniſhed , how much ſharper puniſhment 
muſt be inflicted upon them who publickely preach againſt tbele & reftify 
againſt rheir enormities ?) Or ſball make, ar h, print . or diſperſe libells or 
paſquillr theſe being the fore runners of all Rebellions ; Now by thele libells & pa 
quills we cannot bur underſtand chiefly ſuch Preſbyterian Principles as are emir= 
red to the publick againſt Prelacys Perjury, of hs: &c, ſothat hereby rhe 
Pres 
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Preaching ofPreſbyrerianPricciples in oppoſition tatheſe will not be allowed nor 
tolerate, Bur 5, & chicfly 1 wold gladly underſtand in what ſenſe Schiſm (which 
Miniſters by this bond are ingadged not to = is to be taken, if thereby be 
not meaned a ſeparating or keeping our ſelves a diſtinct body from the prelatick 
& Eraſtian,party then which nothing 1s more conſonant to preſbyterian principles; 
For that by this Schiſm is underſtood a ſeparating from popery or any other ſect 
nconfiftent with the proteſtant Religion the Impoſers themſclves wit not affi- 
rme, unleſs with the ſame breath they .firme aiſotbat they are no friends to the 
proteſtant Cauſe & Intereſt. To the 2. Reaſon of this ObjeCtien , Ir is 
ſearſe imaginabile &c, 1 Anſwer 1, V hither it be imaginabile or not to ſo- 
me who are byaſled or blinded with ſelf-intereſt or prejudice , yet it is very 
palpable ro the moſt ſeeing & ſerious That the termes of this Bond as im- 
poſed by the Councill is contrary to Preſbyterian Principles , as ſhall afterward ar 
more length appear. 2. Although be Magiſtrat when he impoſes this Bond , 
doth nor expreſſ'ly declare that his ſenſe of the rtermes therof is contrary to 
Preſbyterian Principles , or that he requireth cbedience in that ſenſe; yer it is true 
& undenyabie, that the termes therof doe admitt of, and are commonly raken in a 
ſenle contrary to Preſb, Principles, as alſo that that ſenſe is the ſenſe of the Ma- 
giſtrate (though nor declared by him ro be ſuch atthe impoſing of the Bond, yer 
alibi iris, as might be made our particularlie by produceing ſuch a#s & procla- 
mations as have been made again(t the preſbyterians, & are not as yet legally 
ſuſpended) yea, & that thar fintull ſenſe of the Impoſer is alſo the ſenſe of the In- 
gadger, as ſhall further appear in the Arguments adduced againſt this Bond 
And therefore 3. The Impoſers of this Bond doe coutch and cover the 
ſame under ſuch gererall & ambiguous rermes as may admitt of a 
ſound eneugh ſenſe even according tothe Prelbyterians themſelves; wheras 
if they bad roundly declared their own finfull ſenſe therof at the impoling 
ofir, it is probable rhat rhe Preſbyterians bad more univerſally ſtartled at it: And 
herein the meaneft Capacity may cafily diſcover the deceitfull defigne both of the 
Impoſer & Ingadyer ; of the Impoler , to lead the poor Preſbyrerians into a 
ſmare, by the generality & ambiguity of the termes, & by a baite buſked up 
with ſmooth & plauſibe &rords make them ſwallow down hooke & all ; and of 
the Ingadger, in that whenever he is juſtly impeatched , as relinquiſhing 
his Preſbyterian Prirciples by this Bonding, be may be alwayes ready to make 
his Retreat to this (viz. that the termes are generall and admits of a ſen. 
ſe conſonant enough with his Preſbyterian Principles, & that he hes ingadged 
only in that ſenſe) as a Refuge & Cloak to cover his Anti-preſbyrenian 
Complyance, 

Having thus cleared what the Councill's ſenſe of peaceable living and of Rebel- 
tion Schiſm & Hereſy in referenceto the Preſbyrerians , is; as alſo that that ſenſe 
of theirs is to be known by ſuch A#s & Edifis againſt the preſbyrerians as are 
not legally ſuſpended , I ſhall indeavour nixtro make ir appear that the termes 
of rhis Bond are to be underſtood only in the Conncill's ſenſe , & ſhall for preſenr 
ſatiſfy my (elf with this one Argument : Rebellion Schiſm & Hereſy (& on rhe 
contrare peaceable living) which Minifters by this Bond are ingadged nor ro 
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preach, is to be underſtood in that ſenſe whesin the Miniſters have formerly been 

uilty rberof; Bur only ia the Councili's (or Magiſtrat's) ſenſe have the Miniſters 

en formerly guilty of Rebe/lion Schiſm & Hereſy ; Thergtore only in the Coun- 
Cill's ſenle is Rebellion , ſchiſm , Hereſy % peaceable living 10 be underſtood; 
and by Conſequence , this Bond doth oblige the Miniſters to live peacea- 
bly , or not ro preach Rebellion Scbiſm or Hereſy only in the Councill's 
ſenſe, of which more afterward Arg, 7, ofthe x Head. 

The 2 thing in the Obligatory part is the Caurioners binding him ſelf in order 
rothe Miniſters peaceable |1ving. That he ſhall preſent him when called ſo to doe : 
' Where we ſee x That he binds ablolutely tor the Miniſters peaceable living, for 
in order thereto be obliges himlelfro preſent bim when called , which is nothing 
elſe bur to give the Counciil full aſſurance That he ſhall live peaceably. 2. T har 
he is bound ro deliver up the Miniſter ro rhe Councill when called fo ro doe, 
though the Miniſter live never fo peaceably ; for it does nor run thus. That he 
ſhall preſent him when it ſhall be verified that he hath lived unpeaceably , butthus 
That be ſhall preſent him when called ſoto due. 3. That this obligation 1s impoled 
by the Councilt on the Cautioner as aterror & aw-band both ro Cautioner & 
M iniſter;for the Council] will eafily ſuppoſe That ere t he Cautioner ſhould be in- 
ftrumentall in perſecuting his Miailſter by preſenting him or before that the Mini 
ſter putt himſelf in hazard of falling into their hands, both Cautioner & Mini- 
fter will rather doe all they can ro live peaceably accordingto the Bond, & fo 
prevent the Councill's diſpleaſure and their own paying of the penalty. 

The 3 thing in the Obligatory part of this Bond is , That the Caurioner ſhall be 
lyable to the payment of the ſoume of 6000 Merkes in caſe he fail zie o7 not preſent the 
Miniſter when called for. Where oblerve T har the rwo laſt obligations are cor- 
roborative of the firſt : x The Cautioner is abſolutely ingadged that rhe Miniſter 
ſhall live peaceably.2 In order thereto (or for corroborating therot) ſhall preſenc 
him when called. And 3, in caſe of failzie (or in Certification that he ſhall nor 
faill, bur ſhall certainly preſent him when called) he ſhall be Iyable ro 6000 mer- 
kes. As for Inſtance, If the Magiſtrate ſhould require me to ingadgeto performe 
ſame Civill duty unto him which I am bound in my ſtation & capacity rodoe , I 
therupon offer my lelf abſolutely io ingadge upon my honeſt word ro performe ir 
(I ſuppone alſo that the Magiſtrat's defigne is to bave me ablolutely ingadged 
thereto) Bur becauſe he layes no weight upon , nor gives any credite to my bare 
word & promiſe (having poſlibly offended him formerly by alledged delinquene 
cies) and ſo apprebends ihat he hath no ſecurity or aſſurance thar I ſhall performe 
the ſaid duty (which duty-be will by no meanes diſpenſe with my non-perfore 
mance of) Therefore in order thereto that I may not cheat him , bur performe 
what I'm ſo abſolutely ingadged to, for a Corroborative & Aſſurance therof, be 
enjoynes this fora Certification, That incale I failzie (or leſt 1 faill & nor per- 
forme my Ingadgement) I ſhall be lyableto a great penaity. Will any Lawyer or 
Divine ca!l this ane Alternative Bord ? Sv in our preſent Caſe. It it be ſaid that 
the Caſes are nor parallel , becauſe in the one the principall obligation is lawfull, 
inthe other (viz. to preſent the Miniſter to be perſecure, or to ingadge to /ive 
peaceably inthe Councill's fintull ſenſe) it 1s _ ; I Anſwer 1, Itis both —_ 
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& admy ofthe logadger asto the Impoſcr, and he impoſes it as ſuch, and ſo it is: 


not Alternative as to him, nor impoſed by him as ſuch. 2. It the Ingadger look 
upon ir as unlawfull & alternative, then (1)be doth at beſt bur juggle wirh the 
Impoſer & cheat bim. (2) He thereby confeſſes That be takes ane Alternative 

Bond whe1of one of the Alcernatives is unlawſull;botb which to be fiofull ſhall af- 
terward be proven. If it be further (aid;Thbat theCautioner doth not oblige himſelf 
by ane abſoluceIngadgement rhat he ſhall pay rhe 6000Merkes,and conſequently 

T har this is ane Alternative Ingadgment, wherof both the Alcernatives are pur 

in bis power (to wic either to preſent the Miniſter or pay the penalty) which of 
them he pleaſes ro chuſe. Anſwer x. Thar the Cautioner doth not oblige himſcif 
abſolutely ro pay the penalty, I grant ; but that Therefore this Ingadgement , 

ro pay the penalty is Alternative, I deny : Becaule, it is neither pro. 
perly Abſolute nor Alternative, but merely Conditionall, as the very termes I» 
Caſe (or on Condition) he far[zie &c. doe hold forth. And it is one thing to ſay » 

I ingadge exther to performe this Or that, and another to ſay, I ingadge to perfor- 

me ſuch a thing, and in caſe of not performing it , to underly a penalty or puniſh- 

ment: for in the former both the Alternatives arc put inthe Binders choice, & 

left arbitrary to him , and the one Alternative is no more dererminatly enjoyned 
by tbe Impoſer then the other : Bur inthe Larter (for inſtance when the Cautio- 
ner ingadges to preſent the Miviſter , & in caſe of failzie ro be lyable ro 6000- 
Merks) the penall part of the Obligation is impoſed upon bim ons 

for nor performing theP: incipall part therof, & is only a ſecundary & ſubordinate 
obligarion in reſpect of the principall, and to have place only upon Condition of 
the breach therof ; wheras Alternarives as ſuch are nor ſubordinare the one tothe 

other, bur both equally propoſed by the Impoſer , neither is the one impoſed 

as a puniſhment for non-performance or breach of tae orber. Burz. Howloever 

ic may be ſuppoled That topreſent the Miniſter or pay the penalty is Alternative 
upon this account , That the Cautioner by performing of the one is thereby free 
from the obligation of rhe other; yer (befides that it is queſtionable in our pre- 
ſent Caſe , whither the Cautioner by paying the penalty , ſhall be eo spſo liberare 

from his obligation for the Miniſters peaceable l1ving & preſenting of bim when 

called) ſure I am thar this Bond is not propoſed formally & explicirely in Alter» 
nativetermes (& ſonot to he underſtood ſuch , nor ingadged untoas ſuch) if we 
bur confider rhe true nature & definition of Alrernative promiles (or Ingadge- 

ments) that is given by Lawyers, which is: _Alternativa promiſſioeſt, cum duo 
vel plura ſub diſjuntione (v. g. cum dicitur aut hoc aut il/ud) promittuntur cujus 
natura heceſt , ut utrumque ſit in obl1gatione , quamvis ſolutione unius tollatur tots 
Obligatio: that is, Ane Alternative promiſe (or engadgement) sr , when twoor- 
moe things for mſtance when it ir ſaidErther this or that are diſjunfively (or ſeverally) 

promiſed , the nature of which is this, -that both (to wit the Alternative parts) are 
" of obligation , although by performance of either, the whole obligation ce< 
ajery, 

— The4. & laſt thing to be noticed in the obligatory part of this Bond 

is, That the Cautioner doth bind his Heirs & Succeſſors rogetber with 

kimſelf ro the fulfilling of all theſe 3 parts already mentioned & ——_ 
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The <q” =" a of which I ſhall afterward only ronch in the &, Argy of 
the 23. Head, \ 

The rermes of the Bond being ſome way explained in ſo for as is conducible 
ro the purpoſe in hand, I ſhall nizt io proſecution of my Metbod propoſe the tare 
of the Queftion thus : Whither in the preſens Cireumſtancer of the Church of Scar- 
land, it be lawful & aneceſſary duty for the —— Chr:ſt there £0 gii 
bond to their preſent Rulers , in order to obtain liberty to preach & adminiſter the Sa= 
craments in ſuch 4 ſuch particular paroches, That thcy ſhall live peaceably; Or 
for others in their name & behalf to bind to theſaid Rylers , for their peaceable lie 
ving , preſenting them hen called ſo to dee Us wn caſe of failzie to underly 4 

ear penalty > Or ſhorter thus : Whither Miniſters (or Cautjoners in their 
Zebalf) may lawfully give the 7 Bond required by the Councill > And 
the Negative I ſuftain, and ſhall indeayour to evince by Reaſons taken 
from a threefold Head (with all due reverence & reſpe& to theſe who con- 
cluded they found no Reaſon why ir might not be given) 1. From it's more 
diret & immediate Sin ulneſleſſe, 2. From it's Scandallouſnes. Zo From 
u's native & neceſſary Inconyeniences- 
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Firſt therefore from it's Sinfulnes I may 
argue thus, 


KC: Hat Bond cannot be given or allowed to be given with a good Con- 
YE ſcience which is Vinculum Inquitatis , a Bondof Iniquity , of a 
W:4. finfull Bond. But this is ſuch a Bond : Therefore it cannot we 
2% ven or allowed to be given, with a good Conſcience. Thar a fintull 
2fS=IRXX oriniquous Bond may be given with a good Conſcience, no Con- 
ſcientious man will affirme : Burt that this Bond is ane iniquous and finfull Bonds, 
may appear from the Reaſons following. 
| And 1 (not to make a repetition now of what evills we have already detectedin 
Explication of the Narrative of this Bond, which the Obligatory part bath {o 
neer a relation to & cloſe Connexion with, as above) That Bond which preſup- 
poſeth, yea neceſſarly prz-requireth (for withour previous petitioning thereis 
no acceſs for bondingin our caſe) the making of a fintull Adreſs to the Councill, 
muſt be finfull ; this I ſuppoſe none , either in Reaſon or Conſcience can deny * 
Bur that it is a finfull Addreſs which is prz-requiſite to this Bonding, I prove : 1 
To ſupplicat the Councill for that whbictrotberwiſe may be had with more advan= 
tage tothe Church and advancement of the Goſpell , is ro make a fintull Addreſs 3 
Bur that to ſupplicat the Councill for this new liberty , is ro ſupplicate for that 
which may otherwiſe &c, I prove. If greater liberty (both extenfively conſide=- 
red inreference to piaces & intenſively to Truths preached) then whar 1s yerten- 
dred by the Council! may be had without ſupplicating the Councill, Then &c. 
But the former is palpable from rhedaily experience of all theſe Miniſters who 
withour any warant from, or dependence upon the Councill , have hirberto &c 
yer doe exerciſe their Miniftry (though I grant not without ſome ſeeming ex- 
rernall hazard & Inconveniences, which yet are not comparabie to tue manifold 
Inconveniences which atrend this way of bonding , thele being finfull (as 1s after- 
ward proven at large) & the Miniſter active in bringing himſeif into them , 1n 
thoſe ir is not ſo) either in Town or Country, or wherever in providence they 
are called, and who have therin had ſuch hgnall proofs of God's contenancing 
their Labours, & protecting their perſons (lome of them to tbe aſtoniſhment of 
all) from the harme & fury of the Oppreſſor & ſuch as thirtt after their blood, 
that even a very refleCtion therup may be ſufficient to frighten any Man ot Mi- 
niſterof the Church of Scotland Mm ſuch untroden & intrapping paths, 2- It 
the Council's Grant of this Liberty 'upon the giving of this Bond, be many yya- 
Syecs manck & mutilate , aSallo implicare with many finfull Reftrictions & Jm- 
pokitions, then it is fanfull to ſupplicate the Councill for the benefite (or r4- 


ther 
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ther bondage) of ſuch a grant', And the reaſons, becauſe ir is figfull 
o ſupplicate for that which is finfull, Bur rey es Grant is 


finfull(as is cleared above in Explication of the Narra Ergo &c.* 3. Such 
a petition as putts the Civill Magiſtrate not only in the place of the Preſ- 
byrery » but above all Church-[udicatories , and that in Church-marters, is fin- 
full : Bur the petition prerequiſite ro this Bond is ſuch: Prob, A peticion that 
yeelds ro the Civill Magiſtrate the power of impoſing upon Miniſters Inſtru- 
ions & limitations prejudiciall ro the Church & propagating of the Goſpell , &* 
power to cognoſce & authoriratively judge of Miniſteriall Qualifications , as alſo 
a powertocenſure, filence or depole them at their pleaſure, and that prims in- 
Pantia, ſuch apetition, I ſay, doth pur the Civill Magiſtrar nor only in the place 
of, burabove all Caurch-l udicatures, Bur this petition is ſuch (as 1s partly al» 
ready & partly afterward ſhall be cleared) Ergo it is finfull, 

2. If tne Councill's At or Grant, the pariſhoners petition for that Grant be 
ſinfull, then the giving of this Bond (which is the very accompliſhment of both 
theſe, & rhe immediate end for which both Grant & petition are calculate) 
muſt be much more finfuil : Bur both the Councills Grant & pariſhoners peri- 
tion is finfnl!,, asis already proven; Therefore the giving ofthis Bond muſt be 
much more finfull. 

3. It is finfull for any Man ro oblige himfelfro doe that which is impoſſible for 
him ro performe : But the Cautioner by this Bond obligeth himſelf ro doe thar 
which is impoſlible from him to performe; Therefore it is finfull for him foto 
oblige himſelf, That the Cautioner by this Bond obligerh himſelf cothart which is 
impoſſible or impracticable ro him, is clear from the termes of the- Bond, which 
is, That the Miniſter ſhall live peaceably. Now ſeeing every Man is Maſter 
only of his own proper, perſonall & voluntary acts (ſuch as to live peaceably is ro 
the Miniſter in this caſe) How can the Cautioner obhge himſelf for the Miniſters 
peaceabletiving., with ont obliging bimſelf ro that which is impoſſible for him ro 
performe , ſeetng the Miniſter is neither nnder the Cautioners dynamss nor exy- 
fa ;; i, &, the Cautioner can neither conſtrain him by force, nor command him by 
authority , but at moſt can only deal with him by morall ſwaſion or intreaty tolive 
peaceably , which the Miniſter may either doe ornort doe as be pleaſes tro derer- 
mine , Or thinks convenient. 

4. Itisa fin to ingadge in a Bond, wherin the matter ingadged unto is beld 
forth in ſuch generall & ambiguous termes as admirrs of various, yea & contrary 
ſenſes : Bur that this Bond is held forth in ſuch rermes , is cleared already inthe 
Explication, & is obvious to the meaneſt capacity. And therefore ir is a fin roin- 
gadge in ſuch a Bond, Now for a man to ingadgein a Bond , the rermes wherof 
(as they are propoſed) are lyable to a ſenſe contrary to & inconfiftent with the 
known ſenſe of the Impoſer, and yer nor to fignify tothe Impoſer in whar derer= 
minat ſenſe he ingadges , or that he does not ingadge in a ſenſe inconſiſtent with 
_ of the Impoler, what is it elſe butrojuggle & deceive F Bur more particu- 
arly, 

5. Seeing the termes of this Bond (0 live peaceably) are acknowledged to be {0 
generall & lyable to various & contrary interpretations, then he who thus —_— 


£ 
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, Yoes Either ingadpe to [ive peaceably in a generall , abſtrated & meraphyfi- 
bar ſeaſe ,or to — —_— in ſome particular & dererminar ſenſe, The = An 
ir cannot be, for thar is not intelligible , yea altogether impoſſible, viz. ro live pe- 
aceably abſtratly from any particular Conſideration of , or reſpe& to particular 
ons, Actions, manner of peaceable living & other Circumſtances. - If the 
arter (as indeed it muſt be, ſeeing a determinate ſenſe of words is the very ſoul & 
ſubſtance of words) then by this Bond he is eirher obliged ro live peaceably in the 
Impoſers which 1s rhe finfull ſenſe (as is formerly cleared) or in another ſenſe in- 
conſiſtent with that of the Impoſer If the former, then queſtionleſſe ir is ſinfull ro 
ingadge in ſuch a Bond : If the Latter, then ir muſt be deep diſſimulation (& cone 
ſequenrly ſinfull) in him who thus ingadgerth & a manifeſt abuſing of rhe Impoſer 
with his diſ-ingenuity, in as much as the Impoſer requireth one thing by this 
Bond , and the Binder doth oblige bimſelt ro the quite contrary of what is requi- 
red of him, and in effe& bindeth himſclfro nothing ar leaft as to that which rhe 
poſer requires of him, 

6. Ifir be finfull ro give Bond for Abſolure & univerſall peaceable living with 
any man, then to give this Bond is a fin: Bur that the formeris true, I prove: 
That which is proper & due unto God only, cannot (jure) be givento any man or 
mortall; But a Bond for abſolute paceable living 1s proper & due to only ; 
Prob. If abſolute obedience, or ane \201020n$. 1%. 2am to ſuch obedience be 
proper & due ro God only, then abſolute pcaceable living, or abſolutely ingadging 
thereto (whichisa part of that abſolure obedience which is due only ro ) 1s 
proper and due unto God only, That abſolure I or abſolute obedien= 
ce are proper & due to God only , is hence evident, Becauſe he & he only is the 
abſolute & ſupreame Authority , and whoſe law only can be our abſolure & infalli- 
bile Rule. Ard it this argument be valide againſt grving Bond for abſolute peace- 
able living with any morrtall becauſe fallibile 8& ſubordinart ro the abſolure & ſole 
ſupreame authority ; much more then muſt it militate againſt the giving ofſuch a 
Bond to theſe whoare ſtated & avowed Enemies ro Chriſt's royall prerogative, to 
his people & work of Reformation ; yea wold not ſuch a Bond be rather ane Afſſo- 
ciation & Combination againſt the Lord ? That this Bond (as ir is propo- 
ſed) _— the Miniſter to live peaceably in ane univerſall & abſolute {en- 
ſe is clear from the indefinitnes of the rermes To live peaceably And it is 
known, that ane indefinite, generall & illimired propoſition is zquivalent, ro 
anc univerſall or abſolute. ; 

7. Iris a fin to give ſuch a Bond as by vertue of the obligation therof rendeth to 
bring the Miniſtry of the Goſpell & Miniſters doftrine immediatly & prima inſtan- 
8i4 to be cognoſced & judged formally & autboritatively by the Civill Magittrarez 
and the reaſon hereof is, becauſe ir belongerth properly ro rhe Miniſteriall fun- 
Ron, formally & authorirarively (though miniſterially) rozudge & determine, & 
that prima inſtentis (i. e. previouſly 10 any determination of the Magiſtrate or 
any otheir [udicarure thereanent) by the Scripture, of which Miniſters are the 
only Interprerers ex Officio , what is Orthodoxe or Heterodoxe, what is Schiſme 
or Hereſy, theſe being marrers purely ſpirituall & ecclefiaſtick, and ſo determi- 
mable only from the Scriptures. But that this Bond is ſuch as þy vertuc of &c. I 

prove 


% 
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1, If by this Bond the Binder doth make rerun > 1 
e & ſupreame Arbiter & deciſor of what is Schifme & Hereſy in the Mim 
doQrine, ayes ge pans of this Bond renderth to bring the Miniſters in 
immediatly, formally & authoritarively to be cognoſced 8& __ y the Civill 
Magiſtrate, Burt the tormer is rrue, thus : If the obligation of this Bond ingad- 
geth the Binder for the Miniſters nor pPRn__ ot Schiſme & Hereſy only & ime 
mediatly in the Magiſtrar's ſenſe,then by this Bond rbe Binder doth make the Ma» 
iſttare the {mmevnare, ſole & ſupreme Arbiter & deciſor of what is Schiſme & 
zrefy in the Miniſters codtrine. Bar tharthe former is clear, I prove (2) By this 
Bond the Binder doth oblige himſelffor the Miniſters nor preaching of Schiſme & 
Hereſy onely & immediatly in ſuch a ſenſe as therupon he cannor be called in que- 
ſtion by the Civill Magiſtrate for the Miniſters preachiug of Schiſm & Hereſy(clſe 
to whar purpoſe doth be bind ?) Bur only & immediatly by binding in the Magi- 
[ſtrat's ſenſe of Schiſme & Hereſy can he expect rot ro be called in queſtion by 1 
ayi{trate for the Miniſters preaching \chiſm8& Hereſy (for inno other ſenſe can 
the Binder promiſe himſelf ſecurity) Ergo by this Bond the Binder obligerh bim=- 
ſelf for the Miniſters not preaching of Schiſme or Hereſy only & immediatly in the 
Magittrat's (or Impoſers) ſenſe, (2) If by this Bond the Cautioner is obliged re 
pr ace the Miniſter or pay the penalty only & immediatly for his preaching of 

hi(me or Hereſy in theMagiſtrat's ſenſe: then the Caurioner is bound for the Mi- 
oitter's nor preaching ofSchiime or Hereſy only ard immediatly in theMagiftrats 
ſenſe: Bur the former is true: Therefore. The 2.Arg. wherebyl prove that the obli» 
you of this Bond rendeth to bring the doudrine of rhe Miniitry immediatly & ſo- 

dly under the Mayiſtrat's Cognizance & decifion,is this ; Theſe mutt be ackne- 
y_ by this Bond to have the ſole. immediar&ſupreme determination of what 
1s Schiſm or Herety tn the Miniſters dodrine,who have the ſole immediate & ſu- 
—_ deciſionof what is properly a violation of theMniſters ingadgement by this 

nd. Bur only theC1vill Magiſtrate hes (or rather aſſumes ro himſe:t) the ſole im- 
mediar& ſupreame decifion of what is properly a violation of theMiniſters ingadge 
ment by this Bond. Ergo theCiviilMagiſtrate muſt according to this Bond have the 
ſole,immediare & ſupreme &c.3. Ir is well known that the non-conformMinitters 
are not allowed by law to keep any Church-ludicatories whereby ſuch mart.ers as 
Schiſme or Hereſy might judicially be decided. 4. Nor doth the Councill referre 
the determination of theſe to the Prelatical] Courts or any other Eccleſiaſtick Ju- 
dicature , ſo far as we krow. From-all which we gather That the Civill 
Magiſtrate (the Impoſer) muſt — to this Bond be tbe ſole , Im» 
mediate & ſupreame Arbiter & deciſor of what is Schiſm & Hereſy in the 
Miniſter's dodtrine. 

8. T har which tendeth rothe prejudice of the Church of Scotlandin general), 
ought to be avoyded as a fin (tor no private or particular advantage ought ro inter 
ferre with the publick good , & that cither in Church or Common Wealth) Bue 
that this way - or fixing by Bond to a parricular Congregation, renderh 
ro the prejudice of our Church in generall, I prove: That which tendeth only tothe 
advantage of the farleaſt parr-of the Church,& not to the edificarion of the whole , 
xendeth to the prejudice of the Church in gnome , & ſo muſt be ſinfull. But this 

way 


way ofBonding tendeth only &c.Erge That this way of bonding tendeth onlyto the- 
advantage of the far leaſt part of the Church (or rather to the diſ-advanrage of the 

whole)is clear:1 The one halt ofScorland to witt from Tay vorth-ward which is the 

verypart which ſtands moſt in need of a faithfull Miniſtry is debarred & ina man. 

ner excommunicate trom having this liberty. beſide ſome of the moſt conſiderable 

Towns & places | excepted thereform. 2 A'l tne Mimiters whoare 

ſuſpected by the Counciil ro have been at the late riſing 1narmes. 3 Allcheſe Mi- 

aliens who ſhall atrerward be ordained by non c. nforme Minters 4 All theſe 

Miniſters who are not clear intheir Conſcience tor giving or allowin, ſuch aBond, 

who we hope are notafew. 5 Alltheſe Miniſters who potfibly cannor ger any: 
ro be Surery for their peaccable behaviour , though themſelves were clear for the 
thing, 6 All rheſe Miniſters Bonders who ſhall nor attu:lly fullfull, or ſhall cone 

traveen (whither dehignedly or inadvertently) the Conditions of . he Bond. 9 Alb 
the Mi:1tters whoſhall not coram preſent themſelves ro the Councill in order to re- 

ceive the:rLicences upon this Bond, & ſo paſſe their Trya/ls betore then. 8 Al! thefe 

paroches which either are not able ro undergo the penalty of 6600. merks or are 

not willing to hazard the ſame, wherot rhere may be nor a few. And 9 in a word, on- 

Iy ſuch Miniſters are hereby allowed & authorized to preach & adminiſter the Sa- 

craments, as will turmally ingadge & actually performe the termes of this Ingad- 

ement, which in charity we hope will be fonnd a very inconſiderable num- 
e&r. And then ler any conjecture what a ſmall part of the Church of Scot- 

land wold be ſupplied with Preſbyterian Miniſters, 1t noneſhould preach burſuch 

as arethus licenſed. 

9. That oughr not ro be done with out the advice & Confert of rhe whole 
Church which 1s of the great concernmenr of the whole Church» at leaſt ought nor 
to be derermined, cor cluded & complyed. with , without firſt herring & ponde- 
ring the Reaſons of di{-ſentients againſt it, Burt ina publ'ick Me-ring ©» f Miniſters 
that which was of rhe concernment of the whole Chu: ch (viz. their voriny for the 
hawtullnes of this Bondi:.g , & ſome of them their aftuall Campiiog with it) ws 
done and concluded ro be done not only withour the advice & conſent o: the whole 
Church bur witbour ſo much as hearing & pondering the Reaſons of dif-ſenrients 
againſtir, yea contrary to the minde of ſeveral preſent who declared themſelves 
againſt fo ſuddena derermiming of ſuch a Queſtion at riar time. TFheretore the gi- 
ving or allowing this Bond ought not io be done, & ſoisfntull. 

To. That Bond is finfull which may be interpreted contrary to our former 
hwfull & ſolemnly ſworn Bunds & Covenants : Bur this Bond is ſuch +: By 
our former ſolemne Ingadgements we are bound (& more ſpeci.lly ' Mini- 
ters of the Goſpell) by all lawfull means ro wreſtle & contend for the ma- 
imenance & detence of the work of Retormarion 1n all the poynts & princi- 
ples therof , and to oppoſe every thing that may be prejudiciall ro- the ſaid 
work ; and that we ſhall continue conſtant all the dayes of our hte in this de- 
fence & oppoſirion. Bur by this Bond we oblige our ſelves not rocon «nd ftrive 


 6r wreftie any more for i he defence of the wo.kof Reformaricn (at Jeatt nor ro 


eppoſe & with ſtand everything that may be prejudiciall to the ſaid work, fuch 
as ar < proteſt Enimies therero) ſeeing by this Bond we ingadge to live peaceably 
with theſe, who we know are inactuall oppoſition againſt that bleſſed work : tor 
theſe 


_—_— 
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heſe wyo are contrary ro & inconfiftent the one with the other ; And therefore 
this Bond may be interpreted diretiy contrare to our former lawtfull 1 
mcnts,& fo'mott finfull, & a manifeſt breach of oar folemne Vowes troGod in moſt 
of the articles thero*, And no doubr ſuch as now ingage inthis Bond wold have 
been look 'r upon as Enemies co the main ends of the Covenant if they bad fubſcri- 
: bed or aliowed ſuch a Bond to be given when required by the avowed Enemes of 
that Covenant in theſe dayes, when our Church was mott vigorous in their zeal 
and ftai:bfulnes for the defence of that work of Reformarion according to theſe 
Covenants; And rbatir can be any lefle finfull now ſeeing we ly as ſtrictly under 
the vowes ofGod now as then, and that theſe ro whom 1bis Bond 18 given are as vi- 
gorous in oppoſing that fame work & Covenant as ever they were fince the be- 
ginning, I cannot fee: And we may referre it ro the Confſciences of theſe who 
are now (o torward in gi-ing & allowing this Bond , in their moſt foli 
retirements . when they kt themſelves immediatly before God who weighet 
actions & compareth this deed moft impartially with their ſo ftrict and peremp= 
tory Vowesto him inthat Covenam, & our Churches formerzeall & rendernes 
in oblerving the ſame. 

11. It is a fn rogive ſuch a Bond as mak+th my nigbbour who is a free mat, 
eſpecially a Miniſter who is a free Ambafſadour of Chriftt , ro be a prifoner ar 
the will & pleaſure of ſuch as wili make him ane of fender even for « word : Bur ſuch 
a Bond is this now required: Therefore finfull. And if ir ought to be refuſed 
upon this account that it bringeth the Minifter in Bonds, much more then 
is : ro be __ with all dereſtation, that ic bringeth rhe Miniftry ir felf and Gof- 

into e, 

je” It is finfull ro ingadge eirber by ane Abſolare or Alternative Bond 
to be active or inftrumenrall in perſecuting any (bur eſpecially Chriſt's Am- 
baſſadows) for ſaying ordoing that which 15 their un nefticocdle dury : Bur by 
this Bond the Cautioner ingadgerh (at leaſt alrernarively) ro be aftive & inftru- 
menrall in perſecuring the Miniſter , (viz. by preſenting him when called for by 
the Councill) for that which is really his dury , & acknowledged both by Mini- 
ter & Cautioner to be ſach ; for inftance when the Miniſter preaches the perpe- 
tuall obligation of the Covenant , or plainty reftifyes againft the crying firs & core 
rupt Courſes of the time ( as he is bound in int of faithfullnes and Lo- 
4 ry unto his great Maſter ro doe ) .cſpecially theſe carried on by our 

ulers or their authority, and therupon is called in queſtion , & perſecu- 
red as apreacher of Rebellion 8&c. Evgo Iris finfull thus to ingadge. The 
like may be ſaid alſo againſt the Cautioner his binding himſelf ro pay tbe 6000 
Merks in caſche failzie & preſent not theM inifter;for thereby he obliges bimſelf 
(alternatively ar leaſt) ro be active in perſecuring and puniſhing himfelf for thac 
which is nor his fanlr , and fo ro thar which is finfull. But leſt avy ſhould imagine 
Thar becauſe rhe termes of this Bond a'e Alternarive (the contrare of which is 
already made out) therefore they may lawfully ingadge, viz. alternatively, though 
ſome of the Ahkernarives be really finfull, Wherefore 

1 3:Giving by ſuppoſition, bu no» graming,thar the rermes of this Bond were in- 

Heed as Alternative as forme wold have , or anyconld with them ; yer 1 fay thar ic 


4s fiofull ro ingadge therin , 1 Becauſe all & every one of the Alkernatives of this 
D 2 - preſent 
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preſent Bond are finfull , as is proven above. 2 Though burone of the Alrere 
natives were finfull & the reſt lawtull, yet ic ts a fin to ingadge inſach a Buad, 
and that becauſe it is nfull ro ingadye ro that which is finfull either abſolmely or 
alternatively ; For as we cannot without 6n bind our (elves ro that Conditionally 
which upon no Condition we can without fin perforime , ſo neither can we with= 
out Gn bind onrſelves ro that akernatively which in no Caſe can come under our 
Choice ; and where their can be no choice (as of hn or finfuli Alternatives as 
ſuch rheir can be none, ſeeing choice or election 15 to have place only where the 
thing is ſome way or other elzgible , which fin or a finfull Alternative can 
never be) there ought to be no deliberation, and conleq. fa leſs ovuy br ibcir 
to be Bonding. 

r4 T hat Bond is finfull wbereby the Minifters ingadged wherein are by the 
Impoſers, 1 Reſtricted in the exerciſe of the key of DoCtrine. '2, 
Robbed of the key of Diſcipline, forthis is witheld in the Councill's Grant. 
3- Are debarred from perpetuating rhe ſuccetiion of a fanbtull Minittty by 
ordaining others thereto ; at leaft by this bonding they tacirely approve & 
virtually conſent (Conſentit emm qui non conradicit) ro theſe Gofull Re- 
Krictions. 

I5- If the giving of this Bond be more unwarantable then imbraceing of the 
former Indulgence , then this bonding is a fin, yea a greater fin then that of the 
former Indulpence (atleaſt ro theſe who look upon the formerIndulger.ceas a fn) 
Bur that itis more unwarantable, is hence manifeſt : That by tbe tormer Iodul- 
gence the Accepter therof doth reſtrict bis Miriftry moſtly as 10the exerciſe of 
It in ſuch a particular paroch , wheras by this Bond (vr Latter Indulgence) the 
Miniftry is qua'ified & reſtricted alſo as tothe exercile of it ſimplicrter , 5, e. as 
ro the very doctrine it ſelf, as is clear from what is already ſaid : In which ſenſeir 
ſeemeth to ſurpaſs even Prelacy ir ſelf for groſsnels, viz. info far as Prelates (as 
ſuch) requires of their Miniſters the Curates that they be ſubject ro them 
only as ro the exerciſe & manadgement of the exrernall Government of the 
Church; Bur by this Bond the Councill requires the bond«'d Miniſters to be 
ſubjeRt ro & cenſurable by them in the very Efſentialls & moſt intrinfick 
acts of their Miniſtry , namely rhe dodrinall part therof., and the Camioner & 
Miniſter by their bonding doe ipſo fats yeeld & conſent therero ; and the 
more conſiderable this. is , That Prelates pretend to be a fort of Ecclcfiaftick 
perſons, & Prelacy ane Ecclefiaſtick order (though borh corrupt & unwa- 


rantable) wheras the Civill Magiſtrate or the Couicill as ſuch cannot pre-end 


to any ſuch thing. 
16. If it bea fin for any Perſon or people abfolutely roingadge to their Ru- 


». lers (eſpecially ſuch as doe now require rhis Bond) not torefiſt or le chem by 
"ex:ernall force in any caſe whatſoever , Then much more is it finfull for Miniſters 


#0 bring themſelves under ſuch anc abſolure Ingadgment in reference r0the intrin- 
fick. aCts of their Miniſtry. Bur thar it is afin tor any perſon or people abſolutely 
toingage &c. is ſo obvious & palpable both frem rh. < light of nature, principles 
of Reaſon & Religion , asalſo from the teſtimony of pious & judicious Politi- 
cians & Divines, yea even fromibe Concelſions of lome ofthele who arc ——_ 


b 
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ved thegreaft Royaliſts , That I focbear ar large toproveit » and referres ſuch 
as doubt therof co the writings of theſe who have treated upon that or the like ſub= 
jet. TheConnexion of the tormer propoktion is clear (2) Becauſe aMinifter asaMi 
niſter (vr Ambuſ{aiour ot Chritt )1s nor a icrvant or ſubject roany mortall Prince 
or Potentate , ani ſo may not withour laxſe Majeſty to bis ſole Soveraign Chit 
(whoſe alone ſervant he iS) make ſuch abſolme ingadgements in things relating to 
his Minifteriall function, as Others may in matrers of their Civili Liberties & 
Concernes. (z) Becauſe , by how much the more indiſpenſable the exerciſe of 
the ſpirlcuall iword is then that of the remporall , by ſo much the more finfull is 
i tor Miniſters abſolutely to ingadge to hve peaceably (5. &- not toliftup their 
ſpirituail & miniſteriall arwes , ſuch as publick Reproving , teſtifying or prote- 
ftiogazainit tbe finfulk Courfes of the Rulers & theſe that are in aurhority) rhen 
the people fo to doe in order not to lift their carnall & temporallarmes againſt 
the hs Rulers 3 And tbough we are more prone by nature to flee to the Carnall 
ſword for our bodily defence , when occafion calls thereto, yet the uſe of the 
ſpiriruall is both much more ncceflary & indiſpenſable in ir ſelf, ard aifo mnch 
more expreficly evjoyned by God in his word ro theſe wbom be hath impowe- 
red & authorized 10 exercile t ex officrs. Burroproceed, 


_——_——. 
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Secondly from the Scandallonſnes of this 
Bond, I may Reaſon thus. 


Bond thar is juſtly ſcandattous or gives juft ground of ſcandall or 
p ftumbling(not ihat the ground of Scandallcan be juft & warantable 
j. e, that any ground of Scandall can juftify tbe Scandall or warant 

any perion ro ftumble ; bur thar ſuch a Bond as this doth give juſt 
” ground to repute the giving of it a reall Scandal) , and that which 
hes a reall and direct rendency ro ftumble & offend ) ougbr not to be givenor 
allowed to be given; Bur this Bond for Minifters peaceable living (asit is now 
required) is ſuch : Therefore it ought not to be given or allowed. Thar 
this B nd is Scandallous , & that pon many accounts , may appear. 

x It is ſcandallous togive ſuch a Bond as puts ataſh & diſgrace the Mi- 
piſters of the Goſpell :* Bur that trbis is fucha Bond , | prove 344, A that im- 
porrs & (tacitely at leaſt yet really) preſuppoſes the faithfull Minifters of the 
Goſpyll ro have been formerly turbulent , unpeaceable or rebellious , puts adife 
proce upon the Micitters of the Goſpel) : But this Bond is ſuch, as is clear from 
the words of the proclamation, viz. But to the end that none whom 'we. may jb- 
hb Suſpet ſhell under the colour of thir favour CONTINUE 1 preach 
Rebellion Sc, For it is certain that Bonds of this nature , eſpecially rheſe impoſed 


by Supcriours upon their Iutcriours, or Rulers upon rheir SubzeRts, were 


- 
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ſuppoſe rbar theſe of whom rhe ſaid Bo::ds are required, have eirher been former- 
guilry of , or elſe have a propenfity ro doe the contrare of what is required of 
them by theſe Bonds ; Therefore &c. 2. That Bond which imporys & preſuppo- 
ſes the Minifte: $10 be eicher incapable or unworthy to bind immediatly for rbeir 
own Ppeaceabie behaviour, or that will nnake no Corſcience of their dury 
({uch as to leve peacedbly)excepr orthers of moreCredire & Reſpect bind for them, 
or that even others their binding for them is nor ſufficient ro keep them in order 
Except for ane aw-band they oblige chemielves alſo ro preſent them, & 
that under a grear penalty , ſuch Bd 1 ſay purrs a great ſtain & diſgrace upon 
the Miniſters of the Golpell : But ſuch is this Bund now required : Ergo very 
ſcandallous. Bur 
_ 2. [tis ſcandallous rogive a Bund that nor only purs diſgrace upon the Mini- 
ſers but alſo rends natively ro bring the Minittry under Comernp f That this is 
ſuch a Bond is evidenr, Becauſeir is fcarfe imayitable That ſuch a mans Mini- 
fry (who hes ingadged in this Bond) can have any weight, aurhoriry or reſpect 
with rhe people under bis Charge fo long as be 1s look*t upon as ane Infamous 
Offender or Mal--factor , & one who is neither a goodSubject nor a good Chri- 
ſtian ; not a good Subjedt , becauſe as he bath been given ro rebellious Courſes 
formerly , ſo heis ſtill ready to break out into the ſame diſ-orders (for both theſe 
dorh his Bond import , 'as above) except he be chained ap by anorher man's 
binding for his peaceable behaviour, who bes (as it were) the rope faſtened a bour 
the Miniſters neck, Thar ſo ſoon as inthe leaſt be rreſpalles, be may be ready ro 
be drawn forth, if ic were evento a gibbet : nor is he louk*t upon as a good Chri- 
ſtian , either by the more render & zeallous, becauſe he ha+ bh purchaſed externall 
Liberty to eXercife his Miniſtty in ſofoull& anwatanrable a way ; br by others , 
becauſe be makes noConſcience of his duty (co {ive peaceably) except he be either 
bribed or vver-awed thereto. Whar efteem rben of, or reverence to ſuch a 
Man's Miniftry can the /people have, or what authority & weight can ſuch 
8 Miniſters reproving of fin or ſcandall in others (& particularly theſe under 
his own overſight) have , while he 1s by them looked upon to be ſuch a 
aS we bave now delcnbed.. 
3- Ic is ſcandallous co give luch aBond as thereby rheCaurioner appeares to the 
Impoſers as « man who bath no ſcruple of Conſcienceto deliver up his Mi- 
niſter ro be perſecured (and who cancell bow deep it may draw with him ?) when 
called ſo to doe: Bur this Bond is ſuchTherefore ſcandallous;for though therermes 
_ prefenttbe Miniſter or pay rhe penalcy )Jwere never ſo formallyalternative,yet 
ceing the Caunoner at bis bonding doth not expreflely d-clare rotbe Impoſer 
which of rhe two Alternatives he chuſes , or rhat he chuſes not that which binds 
him to deliver wp the Minifter (which is the more fintu]l! & ſcandallous) the 
Impoler bes juſt ground ro judge that it -is more probable the Cautiover will 
cather deliver up <be-Miniſter when called thereto , then that he will be fo la- 
viſh of bis mony as to venture ſo great a ſumme for not preſenting bim : for 
4s one (aid very pertinencly (ſpeaking of this ſabjet) when one temptarron pre- 
wejlr with him (viz. the Cantioner) ts bind for the Mingſter , another may perſu- 
ade bz 16 lead bim to the Gibbet. _ 
4. It is 


E 
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4. Itis a ſcandall for Preſbyrerians to give a Bond thar natively rends to rhe 
wea kening & dividing ofthe Preſbyrerian Church of Scorland , and makes the 
Bonders ip/o jure the trucSeparatiſts & Fumentors of Divifion : Bur this is ſuch 
a Bond : Ergo, That the giving of this Bund (or the allowing of is by a publick 
Vote of Muiſters) dothrea'ly yea vatively rend tothe dividing & breaking of the 
Preſbyrer1in Church uf Scurland is 100 paige by doolfull experience, that ir 
ſhould be denve+) or queſtioned : Likew iſe That the Givers & allowers of this 
Bond are (theri:) :he only 1rue Separatifts from their difſenting Bretheren , and (a 
the only C:cators uf new divifions & fomentors of the former , is manifett from 
theſe rwo: 1. That they did coram Confult and Aﬀſembly-wayes Conclude the 
Lawfulnes of this Bonding yea & fome of them did actually accept of the Liber= 
ty granted thereby, and preached therupon, wirhour firſt hearing & pondering of 
whar diſſenting Bretheren had co offer againſt ic. 2 Tbeir Bretberen who ditſen= 
red from them herin , doe as yer continue in ſtaru quoprins, in the ſawe ſtate &, 
poſture they were in before yea & in that ſame judgmenr & pradftice anent this 
Bond, wbich our Church was formerly of when mott reſplendent for Refor maci- 
00)that is, they preach & bear upon their perill as they bave formerly,for refufi 
ro give ſuch homage & yrs Et to ane Invading Adverſary in the martrers of 
God & of bis Church, as by this bondadging Bond they wold certainly be obli- 
ged ro give; wheras. the Bonders have fallen upon a new & unrroden 
path » which is altogether unknown & a by-road to the Reformed Church, 
of Scotland either as to her Principles or practices, And this leads me to. 
the nixt, 

5. Ir is a Scandall for any Miniſter or Profeſſor of the Church of Scots, 
land cogive ſuch a Bond for obraining externall hberrty xo Miniſters ropreach , 
never hath been given in any Church ( ſo far as we know ) far leſsin a Reformed, 
Church , and leaſt of all in ſo pure a Reformed Church , as Scqtlagd, 
till now: But this is ſuch a Bond as never ( let but one parallel inftan- 
ce be produced ro diſprove it } was given &c. Ergo, We read I con- 
feſs in our Church - Records Thar in the year 1596, there was a Bond. 
impoſed by the King & his Council robe ſubſcribed by. every age of the 
Mviftry, under the pain of lofing their ttipends; whereby they were ro Cons. 
fels That the King wat their ſoveraign Judge to them fs every one of cthemin aſt. 
Cauſes of Sedition & Treaſon, 8 other Civill @ Criminall mazters, & to all their 
ſpeehes which might import the ſaid Crimes, albeit uttered by any of them in polo 
p11 or any other place &c. Which Boad they joymily & ananimouſly refuled ro ub, 
{cribe (though otherwiſe they woftly gram ed upan the matter what was req 
red of them, asin their Explication of My. Devid Black's Declingture Bs. el 
where they infinuate) and that for XI Reaſons which they gave then againſt 
ſame, as may be ſeen in the Hiſtory. | 

6 Iris a (candallous Bond that is tendered, & when tendered is accepted by 
the T enderers as the ſpeciall figne & Teft of Mi ifters their now ar length foc- 
cumbing under & yeelding up the Cauſe which hes been ſo much controveried , 
& ſo long con:ended for ; and ſoa virta.!i (ar leaft) Ingadging no moreto oppole 
nar Contend agaiaft , but peaceably to ict ſati with all the paſt & fucure 
overs 
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everturnings of the work of Reformariun , bur ſpecially with the manifoldInvafi- 
ons male upon Chriſt's Prerugutive & the Churches Priviledges. Bui &c. Ergo, 

5. Toingadge ina Bond the rermes whczof due not only admirt of , bur are 
commonly taken in a iafuli & icandal.ous ſenſe (ſuppone that the Ingadyer 
ſhouidreally not ingadge 1n that —_ and yer not ro declare , that be does not 
ingedge in that Ginfuli & (candailous ſenſe, is both finfull & ſcandallous ; for in 
ſuch Cafes (as allo in moſt , if not all Caſes of $candall as ſuch) 1 conceive char 
Idem eſt efſe &@ apperere, as tothele ro whom the (candall is given : Bur ſoitis in , 
this bufines of tneBond?: Ergo excecding (candallous. That the termes of this Bund 
are borh lyable to, and alſo commonly raken in a fintull & fcannallous ſenic (at 
leaſt by the more renderly zealious & judicious) inour dayes, and as matters 
now fſtand.is undenyable from experience.2 That rhe ſcnſe of the Impoſers is alſo 
fiafull & ſcandallous is manifeſt from what is alreadyfaid in Explication of the 
Bond. And 3 That ſuch as have alreaily ingadged in this Bond, bave nor as yer 
declared , rothe Lmpoſers ac leaft,that . hey have not or would not ingadge inj that 
finfull& ſcandallous ſenſe ,is iiKkewiſe manifeſt from marrer of fact. The like may 
be ſaid of the Ingadgers not proteſting yo againſt alt or any of the innu- 
merable evills, that are cither implyed , expreſt in, yea or commonly ſup= 
poſed ro be inſeparably conneRted with this bonding. Hence 

$8. Ic is f llous for Preſbyterian Minifters to ingadge in a B-md which is 
commonly ſuſpe&ted by moſt of che pious , fairbfull , render & judici-us in the 
Land (yea & by Strangers alſo & men of other Principles)ro be inconfiftenc with 
Preſbyterian Principles , and yet not to afſert & vindicate either by Word or 
Write their Preſb, Principles (which are expoſed roſo much Reproach & Igno- 
mniayby ſuch Bondings) or reſtify againſt char Uſurped power by which they are 
ſo much invaded, & from which the impoſing of ſuch Bonds doth natively pro» 
ceed as from their genuine ſource & fountain; Thus 1 - to ingadge, is very 
ſcandallous : But Preſb. Minifters bave ingadged in ſuch a Bond, & yet bave 
not & c. .. Yea give meleavetoſay, Huw ſcandallous and reproachtull is 
it even co the diſ-ſentient & true hearted Preſbyrerians In Scotland , not to bare 
either by Word, or Write, entered joynrly, a faichfull, free,pofirive, puvlick & 

inProteſtarion (whither in the face of the late Aſemblers who vored for the 
wfulnes of this Bond, or otherwiſe) againſt this a»ti-preſbyrerian ( to ſay no 
worſe) and diviſive Bond; that ſoa ſtanding witneſs might have been preſerved 
& perperuate to Poſterity againft this as one of the moſt groſs Reps of our defe- 
tion and that rhe moutbs of many both ar home & abroad might be ftoyr, whe 
Rand nor ro ſay & hear ſaid That the whole Minittry of Scotland are for the 
lawfullnes of rhis Bond, ar leaſt few or none avowedly or publickely agairft it, 

9. Iris ſcan4allous ro give a Bond that hes but the appearance of our Ceding 
from Contending any more for Chriſt's undoubred Prerogarives, the Churches 
intrinfick Priviledges; juſt freedom of his A mbaſſadours & c. 2 Hes the appearance 
ofCondemniog all our own & ou! Predeceffors wreſtlings & Conrendings to: theſe 
& their penny refuſing & Py againſt all Bonds of this or the like na- 


tyre, 3 Ot diſ-couradging the heart & weakening the hands of all ſuch E_ 
ther 
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hicherto, or are as yet indeavouring to keep a diſtance from all ſuch Ingadge» 
ments as having the appearance of evill, 4 Ofhardening & confirming © 
Adverſaries in all their wicked Invafions , particularly their finfull & ſacnile- 
== Supremacy , and incouraging them by ſuch bondings to advance the ſame 
igher & higher as they doe» 5 Of being weary of the Croſs of Chriſt & miſ- 
truſting of fairhfulnes ro deliver from,or carry us cleanly tborow this dan- 
gerous difficulty, as he hes done thorow many of the like nature, Bur 6 more par- 
. ticularly the giving of this Bond bath art leaſt the appearance of (if it be nor a 
down-right) condemning the practice & peremprorineſs of ſome render & zeal- 
lous among the people ot late , who by choice,bave (ſuffered the moſt opprobri- 
ous of deaths, ere they wold ſo much as Conſent;, ro rakea Bond by many de- 
grees more plauſible & tolerable then this of the Minifters', and attended alſs 
with incomparably (tronger Temprations. 

10. lt is Scandallous ( & more ſpecially for Miniſters of che Goſpell) roin- 
gadge ina Bond, which as impoſed is either contrary to, or altogether withour 
expreſsScripruraliQualifications, when the matter therof is enjoyned in theSegri- 
prure only with theſeQualifications: But by giving of this Bond theBinder ingad- 
geth in ſuch a Bond: Ergo. That the marter of thisBond (viz to live peaceably)is in- 

oyned in the Scripture alwayes with ſome annexed qualifications & reſtrictions 
1s manifeſt from many Inſtances , which for brevity I omitt now trocite, bur 
ſhall rouch ſome ofthem afterward in anſwering ro Objections. 2 Thar this 
Bond is impoſed by the Councill & accepred by the Bonders without expreſſe 
mention of theſe ſcriprurall qualifications, is undenyably evident from matter of 
fact. 3 Thar the termes therof are commonly now taken & alſo ro be un- 
derftood in ane Anti-Scriprurall or finfull ſenſe , is already proven. 

It. The matter ingadged unto in this Bond is either 1 Clear & Indiſpen- 
ſable duty (I (ay Clear, becauſe he char doubreth is damned , and what ſoever is 
not of faith is fin; and [ndi/penſab/e, becauſe otherwiſe they ſhall never prove 
itto be free of fin, it being attended with ſo much ſcandall) inthe preſemtCircum- 
ſtance of affaires: Orz. it is a clear & manifeſt fin; Org itis a matter merely 
Indifferent: Org ic hath more appearance of duty then fin : Or 5 more _ 
rance of fin then duty. Thar it is not the 1, and thatir is the 2 is already ſuffi- 
ciently made our. The 3 ic cannot be, ſeeing it is a matter of ſomuch weight and 
imporrance to the whole Church of Scotland. And thar it is not the 4, but rhe 
$ may appear (befide;from what is alreadyiſaid) from this, T hat theBonders them- 
ſelves, and theAllowers therof are more taken up & exerciſed how ro excogitate 
Defences (or rather pretences) for clearing this their bonding not to be a io then 
ro adduce invincible Arguments (which cannot be bad ) for proving ir poſitively 
ro be a neceſſary duty, or the refuſing therof ro be a manifeſt fin; which ſhewes 

lainly that they have a ſorr of doubring & diffidency in defending this buſines, as 
ing ſome way apprehenſive or affraid ne /ateat angui: im herha leaft there be ſo- 
me thing really finfull in it(being ſomuch cryed out againſt &abborredof the moſt 
Godly,tender&zeallous in theLand)and becauſe ir muſt firft appear not ro bea fin, 
before it ca appear to be a poſitive and unqueſtionable duty, therefore they find 
themſelves more concerned, bow rorake off (if poſſible) rhe appearance or viſage 
offn from it, then togiye ir the ſplendor « colour of a clear & my 
ury. 
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duty. Wirneſſe this, their Vore forthe giving of this Bond, which they thought 
fitteſt ro expreſle in negative termes. ; . 

I2. I woidin all humilicy & ſobernes inquire! Whart is the maiv motive & 
Impulſe thar drives theſe Miniſters now to this Bonding ; Either it muſt be the 
defire they have of externall caſe &quiernes,temporall advantage & accommo- 
datior, the Courts favour & protection, applauſe of men, or ſome ſuch carnall 
en4;Or elſe their great morive & defigne muſt be the advancement & propaga= 
tion of the Goſpe!], and ſo the edification of the Church. If the former , then they 
* thereby declare themſe! ves tobe perfect Hirelings & worldlings , which we will 
be loath ro aſſert of them. 1t the /atrer , then itis either theedification & ad=- 
vantage of our Church in generall,or of ſome particular Congregations therin; the 
former by piveing & obſerving of this Bond cannot be bad , as is already proven 
injche 8 Arg. of the x Head 3 If” the latter , then it 1s either the good of a few 
Congregations as conducible to the good of the whole, or as inconſiſtent therwith: 
The former cannor be, as is clear from the forecired arg. And the latter ovghr 
norto bes, Becauſe (as{is already (aid)no particular advantage oughr ro interferre 
with the publick good ; Beſides, Chriſt is ſaid ro have given ro his Church, Pa. 
ſtc rs, Teachers &c.for edifying of che BODY (to wirt of his Church ) and not for 
editying ſome petty particular members therof only. 


_—C—————;. 
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Thirdly from the many [nconveniences wher- 
with this Bond is loaded & attended, 
we may argue againſt the ſame 

as tolloweth. 


=; Har Bond which hath exceeding great & many Inconveniences 
A ENF attending or following the giving of it, ought not to be given , un- 

&Y Yip els it bad alſuas many & great advantages as might preponderar 

<4 LA: theſe Inconveniences or diſadvantages (which it hath not as may be 

ISIRZe manifeſt from what is above ſaid, bur ſhall farther more particularly 
appear : ) Bur this Bond required of Miniſters hath &c. Ergo, 

For 1 the giving of this Bond bringeth rhe Miniſter into a great ſtrait : r Either 
to conceall ſome part of the whole Counſel! of God, which may readily be inter- 
prered by the Councill, a breach of his peaceable Living , and ſo by his untaitbful- 
nefſe & finſull Glence offend both God & the godly;or elſe by declaring the who- 
le Counſell ofGod, & boldly preaching bis preſbyrerian principles irritaiethe 
Anti-preſbyterian Rulers, and ſo indanger both bis Liberty to beforfaulred & 

| his 
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his perſon to be puniſhed. 2 Either to preſent himſelf when called for by the 
Council! & Cautioner, or elſe to hazard the Cauioners paying of the penalty for 
non-compearance, & ſo diſ-oblige bir who bath done bim tuch akindnes as to 
procure him the externall liberty ro exerciſe his Miniſtry , by binding for him 
under ſo great a ſumme,and inſtigar alſo the Magiſtrate againſt him , and ſo pur- 
chaſe to himſeif the name of a perfidious & Contumacious perſon, 3 lfhbe 

reſent himſelf & compear, then either to decline the Councill as Competenr 
Fac g-s inthe marter of his Doctrine(which may coſt him no lefſe then his Head) 
or 0.herwiſe filently co ſuffer them go on in cognoſcing , judging or condem- 
ning his Doctrine of Sciſme &c. (And {oyeeld to the Civill Magiltrat a power 
rojudge immediatly & authoritatively of Miniſters Do&trine) or Cenſuring 
by Glencing, dep>fing, or otherwiſe puniſhing him , as they ſhall picaſe ro deter- 
mine bis al/leadged unpeaceable living doth demerite. , 

2. Itis [Inconvenient on this account ; T hat ic becomerh a great rempracion to 
the Cautioner to perſecute the Miniſter by preſenting of him; eſpecially if he ap- 
prehend that rhe Miniſter hath needlefſely done or ſpoken that thing or word, for 
which he may be charged by the Councill as ane unpeaceable liver (which may 
very readily fall out) or it he be ur.able ropay the ſumme, or if be be fo wickedly 
ſerr, that he will rather venture the Miniſters neck then to pay ſuch a penairy 
himſelf for nor preſenting of him,or if he be in ſome hopes& expectation to bring 
the Miniſter faire off though he preſent him &c, 1 ſay this is very Inconvenient , 
and therefore ought to be avoyded, 

3. Hereby is occafion given (if nor a reall ground laid down ) not only for the 
Cautioner or Councill ro perſecute the Minifter, bur alſo for any malevolous per- 
ſon who carries the Miniſter or his Cautioner at ill will , ropirch aquarrel with 
bim, by gathering either from his Doctrine, deporrement , or ordinary diſcourſe, 
any thing which may have the leaſt ſhadow in law That be hath broken rhe pea- 
ce whereto he is ingadged , or though rhey can catch nothing in the Miniſters 
carriage wherart they can carp , yet they may either out of their own malice , 
or by the bribery perſwaſion or inſtigation of others ſwear to his prejudice, and ſo 
by delating him get him delivered up to the luſt of thele whoſe render mercies 
are cruelty , orellſe the Cautioner to pay the penalty. 

4+ The giving of this Bond is a bad preparative & exemple for incouraging 
allM agiftrares both at home & abroad, preſem& ro come,either ro require &re- 
ceive the like;Bond from Miniſters, when ever they rake upthe leaft jealouſy 
or prejudice againſt them (though probably withour any ground) or elſe ro pur 
rhem from the | ns exerciſe of their Miniſtry , and rodebarr others allo 
(not admitted) from acceſſe tothe exerciſe therof , untill ſuch a Bond of ſurery be 
found & given for them. 

F- Thar Bondis very Inconvenient whereby the Binder doth inevitably bring 
upon himſelf or others either fin, ſcandall or ſuffering : Bur by this Bond 
the Binder doth incurre the neceflity of bringing ſome or all of theſe upon him- 
ſelfor others, as may be particularly eyinced from whart is above ſaid : Ergo ſuch a 
Bond is moſt Inconvenient. 

6+ This bonding will at leaſt occaſion _ Miniſters , who either cannot _ 
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clearnes in their Conſcience to give, allow, or ſuffer any ſuch Bond ro be given 
for them, or who poſſibly cannot ger any who will venture to bind for them (tea- 
ring perhaps they may be roo rackleſs (a/i4s roo fairhfull) in their preaching) or 
thele who are particularly exempred in the proclamation from this Liberty ; Ir 
occaſions, I ſay, all ſuchMiniſters to be expoſed as the only burr of the malice & 
perſecution of the Rulers, if they ſhall preſume to preach without their waranr 
& Licence. . 

7. This Bonding is very Inconvenient, That thereby the Cautioner & Pari- 
ſhoners are tempred to give totheirMiniſter carnal! & Gnfull advice ( viz.that be 
utter nothing which may irricate the Rulers, or may be interpreted unpeaceable 
Living &c.) the Cautioner our of fear, leaſt he be pur by the Councill ro pre- 
ſent him, or elſe pay the penalty; the People,lefſt they be deprived of their; Mi- 
niſter: and thus the edification both of people & Cautioner is marred & obſtru- 
cted: Burthis is ſuch a Bond:T herefore. 

8. Itis Inconvenient alſo upon this account, That the Cautioner doth bimd his 
Heirs & Succeſſors rogethen with himſelf : for x they may -be-ei 
or fools. 2 They may be unable to underly ſogreat a ſumme, They may be 
of an otber or contrary Judgement anent this Bond. Though they be once of 
the opinion that{there is no fininit, yet they way afrerward (as alſo may the 
Cautioner himſelf) alter their judgement and ſee the evill therof, & be made ro 
ſmart for it, as many have done in the like caſes, for doing things of far leſs im- 
port, & having leſs appearance of evill then the giving of rhis Bond. Bur the 
truth is, it is as impoſſible ro make a full enumeration of all tbe evills & Inconve= 
niences that are cither wrapped up in, or may follow upon this way of bonding , 
as it is ronumber or foretell all the particular occurrents & circumſtances thar 
ſhall afrerward cometo pals in reference thereto. 

In « word, it is Sinfull , Scandalous & Inconvenient to doe or allow ro be do- 
ne that which bes but the appearance of evill init, which this Bonding cannot be 
denyed to have. 

'; I ſhall now indeavour to obviar or remove what ſome doe alleadge in defence 
of the lawfulnes of{giving this Bond; as. 

t. That the Scripture expreſſely commands what ir required by this Bond « viz, 
to live peaceably ; as may beleen particularly in theſe Rom. 12:18. Heb. 12; 14. 
PC. 34: 14+ 1. Pet. 3: 11. x Theil. 4.11, « Tim. 2: 1,2, Rom. 14: 19. er. 293 
7. &e. T heretore {ach a Bond ought ro be given when required. Anſwer 1 ,Ei- 
ther theſe Scriptures doe command abſolute peaceable living , and ill1miredly as 
to times , places perſons &c- or they doe not : If they doe, then how ſball thar 
Scripture hold (for the Scriptures here adduced command us to live peaceably 
not ſo much with Magiſtrates as wich men in generall) Ecclef, 3: $. — is 4 ti- 


me of way «7 a time of peace ; orthat, Luk, 22:36. He that hath no ſword let 
him ſell his garment & buy one ; and the like ? If they doe not, either then they 
: ſay nothing to the purpoſe in hand, or elſe the ObjeCtors are holden to prove thar 
they are parallel ro, & ſo eonclufive in our preſent circumſtantiate Caſe. 2. 

ofe that theſe forecired Scriptures ( commanding to live / rarenry 6 were 
held forth in as generall & indefinite cermes as this preſent Bond ( 


which 1s matii- 
feſtly 
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feftly falſe as ſhall preſently appear ) will ir yet follow, Thar therefore ſuch Scri 
prures were abſolutely & univerſally concludent, and ought not to admin of any 
exceptions or reſtrictions whatſoever , becauſe held forth in ſuch termes{If you'l 
aftirme that in (ſuch a caſe they ought nor, becauſe where the Scriprure makes no 
difference nor reſtriction, we ought not rodinſtinguiſh nor teſtrict; 1 anſwer, by 
the ſame Reaſon then I may argue from Matth. 5: 39- Reſiſt not evill, & infcrre 
therefrom ; T bat therefore we ought not to refiſt any manner of evill(for the rer- 
mes are generally & indefini.ely expreft) & conſequently not ro refiſt ſin nor Sar- 
hanzro which if you ſhould anſwer,that ſuch a laxze conſequence were very incon 
ſequent, becaule (lay you) it is not the evill of fin that there we are diſcharged to 
refiſt, bur the evill of puniſhment, or private 8 perſonal injuries,might not 1 (ac 
cording ro your own way of reaſoning ) reply , thar the termes of this probibi- 
tion Reſiſt not evil, are generall, illimited & indefinite, and therefore univer- 
ſally concluſive and where theScriprure diſtinguiſhes nor nor qualifies &reſtricts 
we ougbrnor; and then what is become of your mnt ? Burif you ſhould an- 
—fwer here That though that particular paſſage of (crip:u re doth not charatteri- 
ze nor diſcriminate what ſort of evill we are to refiſt & what nor, yet many other 
parallel places doe : Even ſo ſay I, that alrbough one particular pallage ofScriptu- 
re may command peaceable living in generall abſolute & indefinite termes, yer 
other parallel ſcriptures doe exprefſely qualify & reſtrict the ſame; ſorthar rhe 
former axiome will not alwayes hold unleſs it ran after this manner where the 
Scripture (viz Complexely conſidered as to the whole, & collatively as 
to particular paſſages therof ) neither expreſily diftinguiſher , nor gives 
any ground for diſtinguiſhing, we oughe not to diſtinguirh ; which 1 raketo be very 
true. But3 Though none of the forecited Scriptures made any mention of the 
qualifications & Conditions of peaceable living,yea ſuppoſe all the Scriprures of 
the Bible relating 10 peaceable living (except one particular paſſage) were ſoge- 
yerally & indefinitly expreſt , as that indeed they ſeemed ro command abſolute 

eaceable living without anylimiration; yer though there were bur one paſſage 
inthe whole Scriprure, that either exprefſly mentzons, or ſo infinuares theſe qua- 
lifications and reſtriCtions of peaceable living, as therupon we have goodiground 
ro qualify and reftrict the ſame , 1 ſay that even that one paſſage isto be the rule 
& (tandard by which all the reſt (indefinitly ſo expreſt) are ro be ioterprered & 
underſtood in reference to peaceable living ; not contrartwiſe., 4. Itis not ſo 
much the generality & Indefinirnes of the germes (to live peaceably) that makes 
us bate & abiorre this Bond, asit is the finfull & ſiniftrous ſenſe that the Coun- 
cill hes pur uponirt ; neither will it follow, That becauſe the Magiſtrate doth nox 
expreſſely declare in the Bond it (elf, or ar rhe impoſing of it, bis finfull ſenſe 
therof, therefore no where elſe hath he declared it, or thatthe Bond is lefr ar- 
birrary ro our ſenfing ; no more then it will follow That becauſe rhe Scriprue 
re in one or moe | —— paſſages does not expreſſly mentionthe Conditions 
& Limitations of peaceable living, rherfor other parallel! places, or the Scripture 
complexely taken makes no mention of them , nor infinuars any ground for them 
or thar they are left arbitrary to any mans frameing o: coyning F. Though the 
rermes of chis Bond were never ſoſound in theſs & as they arepropoled, Nay 
E 3 (which 
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fwhich is more) alrhough they were never ſMxpreſſely Scriprurall, yer when 
once the iuyht lenſe & meaning therof comes under debate, or a finiſtrous 1s 
ſuſpected to be either latent or declared , I ſay that we ought not ingadge 
even in ſuch a Bond without prorefting (at leaſtjin generail) againſt any finfull 
or finiſtrous ſenſe that can be pur upon it, or in particular that which is ſuſpe&t 
to be latent in the rermes thereof; Which yer 1s to be received with caution ac- 
cording to whart is {aid above in Explication of the nature of Liberty. -Buc 6, 
Even thele very Scriptures adduced againſt the Reftuſers of this Bond are ſo far 
from commanding us to live peaceably in ſuch a generall & indefinire ſenſe 
as is infinuate by the ObjeCtors , or in ſuch a fivfull lenſe as required by the Im- 
poſers, that on the contrare the expreſs qualifications & Conditions men= 
rioned in theſe Scriptures ( both inthe Text & Context) doe exceedingly 
favour the Refuſers, yea & which may ſerve as ſo many Arguments for them 
againſt rhe ObjeCtors, as may appear thus : Rom. 12: 18. /f it be poſſible, 
as much as in you lyerch , live peaceably with all men; from which we may gather 
Thar if it be nor poſſible for us ſimply, orit not poſſible with a good Conſcicn- 
ce(as in our caſe it is not) we arenot tolive peaceably &c, So Heb. 12: 14. ir 
is commanded that we follow peace with all men( but rewember what is conne- 
ted with it) and holines, Ergo we are commanded to follow peace only in ſo 
far as holines goes along with it. Alſo Pl. 34: 14. & x Per. 3: 11. we are com» 
manded ro ſeek peace and perſue it {but what layes the former part of the ſame ver- 
ſe)j depart from evill 45 doegood, Likewiſe 1 Tim. 2:1, 2. Iexbort therefore--- 
that we may lead a quiet of peaceable life (bur how muſt it be qualified?) jn all 
godlneſr @ honefly : The Reaſon therefore why we are to pray for Kings &c. is nor 
that we may lead a quiet & peaceable life fimply , but that we may lead it in a// 
godlines & honeſty ; and ſo by conſequence ir is not lawfull for us ro bind our fel- 
vesroleadaquier & peaceable life imply or abſolutely , bur thus qualified. 
Likewiſe Rom. 14: 19. Let «s therefore follow after the things which make for ou 
(bur ſtay rake the other half a long) and things wherwith one may edify another, Astor 
the other place 1 Theff. 4. 11.1 ſee not how it makes for the preſent purpoſe, ir 
is true it is there ſaid, That ye ſtudy tobe quiet &5c,but conſider allowhat followes in 
the beginning of thenixt verſe, That ye walk boneſtly &c. So likewiſe 2 
Kings 20: 19. Is it not good ſaith Hezehiah) thar peace & truth ( Ergo not good 
thar peace alone) be in mydayesr. And Zech. 8: 19, Love the truth is peace. And 
many moe the like. From all which itis more then manifeſt, That we are nor 
commanded ro live peaceably , ſeek peace, love peace &c. (far leſs to bind our 
ſelves thereto) abſolurely & fimply , bur only in fo far as that peace or peacca- 
ble living is conſiſtent and accompanied wirh godliner, eruch, edification, boliner, 
boneſty (5c. As tor that Sctiprure objecte 4 from ler. 29. 7, where the people 
of the Lewes are bidden ſ-eh the peace of the City ( even of Babylon) whither 
they were carried Captives; 1 anſwer (1)Lert the Objeftor make the parity between 
the rwo Caſes, and then I ſhall confider how ro make ane anſwer to the Obje- 
Qtion, Bur (2) ro make the dil-parity appear , the ſcope of this Command is to 
intimate to them, that it was the determinate purpoſe of God , that they 


ſhould continue in their Capriyity for along time viz. 70. yeares ; and A" 
that 
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ar they ſhould quietly ſubmirrto , & reſt ſatiſied with their captivate Tor 
till che time appoynted , and inthe mean while to build bouſes , plant vineyards 
take wives &c that they might be increaſed there ; and ſothey areroſeek the 
common peace & preſervation of the City or Incorporation where they lived, 
& wherof by Gods diſpenſation they were made members. Hence(3) the Reafon 
why they were to ſeek thE peace of that City is , ngt becauſe they were thereto 
Commanded or required by the King of Babylon or bis Councill ( as it is 
in our Caſe ) bur the Reaſon therof ts given roberthis, for in the peace therof 
(ſayes be) ſhall ye have peace; and ſo they did no leſs then what thei Law of 
mutuall & ſelf- preſervation did oblige them previouſly to this pofitive Com- 
mand: Bur 1 queſtion much if the ſame Reaſon thar- is there ſubjoyned to this 
Command will have place with us ; thatis , I much doubr if it may be ſaid in 
our Caſe, That in the peace of thePrelatiſts (or Impoſers of this Bond ) ſhall ye 
(viz. Preſbyterians ) have peace; or atleaſt, That the Preſbyterians peace is ſo 
inſeparably connected with, & bound up in theirs, as the Jewes their peace 
was in the peace of the City where they were Captives. (4) From this Com- 
mand I cannor ſee how the Jewes were obliged to give Bond ror abſolute peace- 
able living , though it had been g_—_ of them by the King of Babylon or his 
Councill their then —_— (far leſs that it can be therefrom inferred That we 
are bound to give this Bond) becauſe ſuch a Bond wold diretly have condem- 
ned the ſame propber Ieremiah who alloweth the Inhabitants of Zion to pray. 
T hat the violence done untothem ds their fleſh might be upon Babylon ; and the Pſal- 
mift ;Pl. 137.v./aſt, who prayeth forja bloody day upon theſe Babylonians; yea 
& pronounceth them 6/eſſed who ſhould dark their litle ones againſt theſtones : 
And when they tefuſed ſo much as to fing the ſongs of the Lord ar their bidding, 
leſt they ſhonld ſeem ro bave forgort the quarrell of leruſalem & thelnjuries'done 
ro their God, their Temple & Religion &c, How can any}man imagine,or Di- 
vine affirme, that they ought to bave given ſuch a Bond unto ſuch * Wold they 
not rather that their rongue had cleaved to the roof of their mouth then to have 
Conſented, and their right hand to forget her cunnig then to have ſubſcribed ſuch 
a Bond? (5) Ifthis were agood way of Reaſoning , then Lor who was amem- 
ber ofSodom's Incorporation(& fo bound ro ſeek s + preſervation therof for his 
own preſervations ſake) had been obliged if therero required by the Sodomites, 
to bind for abſolute peaceable living wnhthem, and then how ſhould this have 
conſiſted with his dayly contending with them for their vile abominations , & bigs 
indeavouring to reſtrain them therefrom ? I know ſome are pleaſed alſo ro0be 
je# Prov. 23:23. Buy the Truth & ſell it not and fo it is not only lawfull (fay 
they) but allo commendable in them, who , ere they be deprived or made defti- 
rute of a pure & peaceable diſpenſation ofthe Golſpell preached by Chrifts ſenr 
Ambaſſadours, they will rather rranfact withthe Magiftrar & ingadge for the 
Miniſters peaceable bebaviour , & preſenting of him under che pain of paying a 
great ſumme of mony;To which I Anſwer(:f ſuch aneObjection may be counted 
worth the anſwering } (1) Thatthe Caurioners paying rhe 6000 Merkes is ſo far 
from procuring the peace«ble preaching of the Guipeli, or being accepted by 
the Magiſtrate as the price of tbe Liberty granted by him for the lawe (far leſs as 
the 
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the price of the Trath ir ſelf which they have not toſell) Thaton the contrare the 
paying therof is not only a puniſhment inflicted on him for breach of his ingadge- 
ment, but acertain evidence that he hath forfaulred thar Liberty ſo bargained 
for. (2) Iris one thing eo buy the Truth 09 nor to ſell it , & quite another to buy 
external{ peace dy proteiion by ſelling the Truth or any part of it , which may juſtly 
be charged upon the Boaders, as appeares from whar vs already ſaid, Bur(3) 
Ir-is a queſtion whither we may! ſo tormally bargaine & tranſact with the Civill 
Magiſtrart (eſpecially one who hes uſurped all Church-power in Church-marters 
& by Church-mens Ceding ro ſuch bondings & barganings takes occaſion & in» 
couragement ty adyance his fintull Supremacy ) as to offer him a ſumme of mony 
for obtaining Liberty ro preach the Goſpell in his Dominions; which Liberty he 
is ſo indiſpenſably obliged ro grant previouſly to , and withour any ſuch Tran- 
ion, 

2. Miniſters cre ſubjefts arwell ar others Therefore they cannor refuſe to gi- 
ve or allow this Bond for their peaceable living. Anſwer 1,1I eaſily grantwith 
all our Proteſtant Divines, that Miniſters are ubjeas as they are men & meme 
bersof rhe Common Wealth ; I am no Papiſt to deny ſubjection of Clergy-men 
to the Civill Magiſtrate in things Civill, Bur z Ideny thar Miniſters as Mini- 
ſters, or Miniſters in diſcharging their Miniſteriall funttion , are ſubjeQ or ac- 
countable (at leaſt prims inſtants ) to the Civill Magiſtrate : Bur this Bond is 

required of Miniſters not only as ſubje&ts (for then how comes it that 1t 1s not al 
ſoimpoſed upon all the reſt of the ſubjetts; ) bur mainly as Miniſters , becaule 
(1) itis required of them as theCondition withour which they cannot be admirred 
tothe exerciſe of their Miniſtry. (2) Becauſe thereby they are qualified & ro 
ſtridted not only in the exrernall exerciſe bur alſo in the very Efſenrialls of their 
Miniſtry. 43, 1 deny that either Miniſters or other ſubjects oughr to give 
_ for peaceable living in ſuch abſolute rermesas this Bond 1s held 
orth in} 

3- Peaceable bebaviour ir neceſſarily included inthe Oath of Allegiance as a part 
therof. Anſwer 1, I concede that ſubjes, & Miniſters as ſubjects, are under 
the ty of Allegiance to their Civill Magiſtrare , whicher they come under a for- 
mall, explicite & perſonall Oath or not, and that they are bound ro live peacea- 
bly in all durifall ſubje&ion & obedience. Burt 2 if bythe Oath of Allegiance 
be underſtood a Bond without !Condition or Limitation , obliging abſolu- 
tely to peaceable living, then [ deny that the Mayviſtrat may require, or that the 
ſubjects oughr ro ingadge in ſuch a Bond ; otherwiſe 1 deny this Bond 
(as now it is impoſed) to be a part of , or included in the Oath of Alle- 


glance. | 
u* 4. Any ſubjet may require of his fellow ſubje® Law-borrowr , @& get him . 
obliged to keep thepeace ; Therefore much more may the King & Councill re- 

uire, & ſubjes ought when required , ro give a B-»n\l tor peaceable living, An- 

wer Though the Caſes aggre: thas far , that both are Bonds ro keep the peace , 
yer the diſparity is very confiderable , as : 1 In the onz Caſe the —_ & Coun- 
cill, as they challenge ro have the only power of fra:ning whatſoever Bogds) they 


impoſe upon their ſabjeRs , ſo by that ſame power they put whatſenſe & expoſi- 
tion 
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dion upen theſe Bonds ( for ejuſdem eſt exponere cujur eſt imponere) pleaſe, 
& require obedience only in n 2. ſenſe , & judge of out read Fog Leromed. 
according thereroz in the other Caſe berweenSubje & tellow-ſubjeR ir is not ſo, 
2. Inthe one, the Magiſtrate is bortyTudge & Party; inthe other, neither of the 
parties is Judge tro the other, burrthe Magiſtrat is ane —— ro both, 
+ The King & Councill have declared rheir ſenſe of the rermes of this Bond ts 
beſo fintull & finiſtrous, that no Preſbyrerian can engadge therin withour im=- 
hing his preſbyrerian principles; in the other, it ſignifies nothing what be the 
fenſe of him who requires the Law borrows,as toany prejudice his tellow-ſubject 
can ſuſtain thereby, ſecing he hath neirher the rermes in his own framing or ſen- 
fing , nor is the other bound to give obedience in his ſenſe any turther rhen as ir 
is the ſenſe of the Magiſtrate. 4 Law-borrowes are ordinarly (at leaſt ought ro 
be) expreſt in ſo full, plain & particular rermes as both parties may eaſily under- 
ſtand.in what derterminate ſenſe obedience 19 required; in our Caſe 1 is tar 0- 
therwiſe as ro this Bond. $5, Miniſters being rhe ſubjzeQs & ſervants of a King 
whois above all morrall Kings, may not take ſucha larirude 1n marters relating to 
their Miniſteriall fan&ion & treedom,as others may in reterence ro thetr perſonal 
orCivill Concernes. 6, Toingadge to live peaceably in that ſenſe the Law-bor- 
rowes requireth is very juſt & lawtull in irſelf , which is only rodoe no harm or 
injury ro our nighbour eicher by word or deed; Bur as toour preſent Bond the 
termes therot as they are ſenſed by the Magiſtrate (in whoſe ſenſe only the Bon= 
der muſt ingadge, as above) are molt fintull 8 ſcandallous , as is already proven 
at large. 7, Itthe Subjet who requirerh the Law-borrows have declared ſome 
evill or hurrtull defigne againſt his tellow-ſubje& ( as in our caſe, the Councill hath 
againſt the Preſbyrerians & Preſbyrerian Cauſe, by their declaredly finiſtrous & 
anti-preſbyrerian ſenſe of the termes of this Bond) by requiring them, Then I deny 
thar that fellow-ſubje& ought ro ingadge in theſe Law- borrowes , till firſt he ſe- 
cure himſelf againſt che evill of that deſigne, 

5. It young men ( as ſome dos ſay ) entered to the Miniſtry by piving « Bond to 
live peaceably in Oliver Cromwell"; time without any ſcruple ; Ergo the giving 
of ſuch a Bond roour Lawfull _ o1ght far leſs to be ſcrupled at, Anſwer 
x Though this were true (as 1s mot falſe,as it 1s alleadged) yet it is no good argu- 
menta fao ad jus;ſuch a thing hath been done, therefore it ought to be done 2. 
I muſt ſay, who ſoever dareaftirm Thar ſuch a Bond was given (yea or required) 
by all the Intrants at that tim* , is a grievous Calumniator , and untill 
he make out what he afFirmes, let him be accounted by all a Traducer of the Bre- 
theren & a Complyer (info far) with the Eremies of our Reformation , whoſe 
malice & deſpight hath ever rua chiefly our againſt theſe many worthy & ſacceſſe- 
full Miniſters who entered fince the year 1649. 3 If ſome very tew of thoſe 
Intrans gotTeſtificacs fromMiniiters{nominat 1n the paper ca!led the Ordinance) 
of their lawfull admiſſion to ſuch a kirk, and of their pious and peaceable beha- 
viour, before they covld uplift their ſtipends , I ſhall nor conrradi;bur what is 
that fora ground to affirm that either all theſe Intrans did fo,or that any of them 
did give ſuch a Bond as is now required, far leſs thereby to purchaſe their entr 
tothe Miniſtry,wherunto they were already —_—_ in the actuall cxerciſe therof > 

4 I, 
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4 Ir is alſo well known, thar this way of ceſtificating by that Ordinance was re- 
zjeQed, by all the Miniſters of Scoiland nominat rherin(ſome very few excepred) 
who only gave theſe teftificars ro a very few alſo, as aboveſaid;ycathe generality 

* of the Intrants themſelves wold not ſo much as require that Tettificar for obrai« 
ning their ſtipends from the Councill at that time, far leſs wold they ever have 


condeſcended to give ſuch a Bond as is now required tor obtaining the extcrnall” 


liberry of exercifing their Miniftery. 

6, Torefuſe a Bond for peaceable living,whben required by our Magiſtrat, were v 
Jeandallous {and that which we could net juſirfy before the Churche:, abroad Anſ- 
wer, 1 Though the contrary of what is here obzeRed be more then ſufficiently 
made our above, in the arguments of the 2 Head, yet let me ſay, | with they 
who are pleaſed thus ro object had been as render of giving (candal! & offence, 
fome of them by deſerting rhe work of their Miniſtery (though ſo urg en a neceſ- 
firy was laid upon themyby their Call & Admiſſion to that ſacred fanQtion, by 
thegreat ſcarci'y of the meanes of ſpiritual) Lite, by the earneſt Invitations of the 
poor famiſhing Flocks &c.)8& rendering themſelves ia manner uſeleſs &idle in 
their Church & gereration 3 Others by their finfull filence or ambiguous ſpea= 
king, as to aplain, ſeaſonable, fairhtull & peremprory teſtifying againtt the 
horrid defeftion of the Land , and by their many other ſcandallous cedings & 
complyings with the iniquous Lawes & Commands of mens tofhunne & ſhift 
the Croſs of Chriſt, and purchaſe to rbemſclves fo ſcardallous a way of living 
peaceably under the yock of bondage ; I ſay, I wiſh they h:d been as render in gi- 
ving ſcandall theſe wayes as they pretend to be in this. 2 If this be ſcangallous 
ro Dftain from all appearance ot evill, whither ot fin or (candall, & particularly 

from this Bond, as baving at leaft rhe appearance of both (as is evident from 
whart is above ſaid ) then I confeſs that renderres & care to avoyd & ſtand aloof 
from ſcandall, muſt be ſcandallous z for on this very account is the Bond re- 
fuſed. 3, Neirher will | deny, bur refuſing ro give this Bond may indeed di(- 
pleaſe & irrirare ſuch as challenge to themſelves a brutall ſubmiſſion ro, comply- 
ance with, & acquieſcence in what ſoever ſenſe rhey are pleaſed ro pur upon 
it ;'asalſo theſe vw hoare ſo head-ftrong & hardy ſor bringing themſelves & rheir 
Miniſtry into bondage by this Bond , that doe Rulers what they lift againſt 
Chriſt, his Church & Goſpel: , yer they are reſolved to obtain & enjoy their 
Liberty (fſach as 1t 1s) by it , though they ſhould even compear & publickly paſs 
their eryalls before the Councillin order thereto, Bur 4 I wold fain know whar 
Forraign Reformed Divines (acquainted any wayes with the ſtare of our affaires 
& Controverſy with Prelates , Papiſts & Eraſtians) areor will be ſcandallized 
ar the refuſing of a Bond fo ſcandallous : Alas! the contrary is ro00 too appa- 
rent, yea palpable , as is bintzd above , & a lictletime will more fully 
manifeſt, 

7. But the Magiſtrate hath conceived jealouſy of Miniſters (at leaſt ſome of them) 
who are to have this Liberty,viz. that t hey are turbulent, faQtious,diſorderly & un- 
peaceable; And therefore for removing ſuch a jealouſy,this Bond onghr to be gi- 
ren now fince it is required, Anſwer. t, T hougblam fully perſwaded that both this 

* Bond & theProclamation wheron it is founded doe indeed infinuate & ſuppoſe 
that 


XUM 


43- 
that the PreſbyrerianMinifters,are not ooly guilty of factious & rebelliousCour- 
ſes formerly, but that they are alſo ſtill propenſe to break our into the (ame diſor- 
ders & irreguiarities, unleſs they be chained up by ſuch terteriog & foul-fac'd 
favoures,as now are tendered (upon which account it is already proven to be ar 
leaft ſcandallous) yer I ſay, there is either juſt ground for this jealouſy , or there 
is not: If nor, I doubrif they be obliged ro remove a groundles jealouiy,any fur=, 
ther then by clearing co all, that there is no ground forit; & bytheir walking (6 
circumſpe@tly and irreprehenfibly,as they may have a Conſcience voyd of offence 
both roward God & man; and that they patiently bear (ſuch groundleſs jealoufes 
& reproaches flowing therefrom as the Reproches of Chriſt. Ifchere be any 
juſt ground for the ſaid jealouſy & ſuſpicion, then this muſt either be given from 
their principles or praQtices, Thar thereis juſt ground to ſulpect their Preſby- 
rerian principles , no true Preſbyrerian will affirme; ard the conrary is well 
known from their publick Confeſſions, Carechiſmes & Covenants; li from any 
thing in their practice this jealouſy proceed, then ler this be particularly inftru- 
Red againſt them, which we hope cannot againſt the Preſbyterian Miniſters of 
Scotland ; excepr it be ſaid That Minifters in*following their necefſary duty, by 
reaching in houſes & fields, without or againſt the Rulers Licence, their te- 
Riffiog & proteſting againſt their iniquous Lawes & perſecution, & the Com- 
mon defection of the Land &c, bave thereby given jutt ground of jealouſyrothe 
Magiſtrate ; which none dare affirme , unleſs they darealſo reflect upon the 
p_—_ of Chrift , his Apoſtles & all his fairbfull Ambaſſadours in times of de- 
eCtion & perſecution, Bur if any will yer alleadge, That ſome have givenat 
leaſt roo juſt occaſion of ſuch jealouſy in our time ,Let rhem charge ir on them,and 
ler them anſwer tor it, for the Preſbyterian Miniſters in Scotland who refuſe to 
enter by this Bond, will not rake wich the Challenge or Charge,cither as rotheir 
principles or practices, bur dodiſ-own,yea dereft it as moſt injurious & calumni- 
ous ro both. 

Bur left (not wichftanding of all that hes been hitherto ſaid )Ior anyothers, 
who object againſt the giving of this Bood for Minifters peaceable Living, ſhould 
be miſtaken or miſ-repreſented as diſ-loyall, ſeditious , or diſ-affefted tothe 
Civill Government & Magiftracy;as ordinarly all ſuch (who peremprtorly plead 
for the Intereſt & Rights of Chriſt & his Kingdome, and upon thar account 
find themſelves often under a neceſſity of obeying God rather then men ) have been 
in all generations, and as much this day as ever , are branded with theſe aſper- 
fions; though we are moſt willing to render firſt & chiefly unto God the things 
that are Godr, 4; ſecundarly to C-_ the things that are Ceſar's ; I lay, leſt our 
objeCing againſt this Bond ſhould be thus miftaken, I ſhall ſerdown a tew of 
theſe Principles or Pofirions which true Prefbycerians,and Objectors againſt this 
Bond , do conſcientiouſly hold, in reference torhe Magiſtrate, as 

I Thar God whois the God of order hath inftirur & ordained Magiſtracy in 
the Common - Wealth, for the common good of Humane & Chriſtian ſo- 
ciety, 

IT Thar the Magiftrate is i he Miniſter of God for good to them thar do good, 
and a Reyenger io execute wrath on him thar doth evill. 
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TIT. Thar the Amhoriryor power which God hath given bim for incourage- 
menr ro good workes & a terror to evill, is not tro be refiſted, 

I'V. Thar all perſons within the Magiſtrat's dominions , of whatſoever ſts 
tion, qualiry or empioyment, are to be ſubject rothis Authoriry , & give obe- 
dience therero according tothe word of God, nor only in reſpect of the macrey 
commanded, bur alſo with reſpect to the Authority commanding. 

V. That the Magiftrat is Cuſtos ac Vindex utriuſque Tabule, the Keeper & 
Avenger of both Tables ofthe Law, And that as in generalibe is ro command 
all wirhio bis dominons ro worſhip God according to bis own Word & do that 
whichis juſt and _— ; ſo in particular, be is ro command & ſee every one per» 
forme the duties of their reſpective funtions & Rations ; and cooſequently Mi- 
niſters alſo & Church-officers rodo rhe duries of their particular places, and thar 
under the pain of Civill Cenfſures & puniſhment. 

VI. Thatrhe Magiltrat's power is neither ſubje&t nor ſubordinart ro the Ec- 
clefiaſtick, nor to be confounded withit; bur is ſpecifically diſti»& from it , 
ard c6ordinart therwith 2 yet the Magiſtrat as a Chriſtian & member of rhe 
Church, is ſubject ro the Miniftery ; as alſo the Minifter as a member of 
the Common Wealth, is ſubzet ro Magiſtracy ; thatis ( a$Sour Divines ex- 
prefle - ) A Coordination of Powers and a ( mutuall) Subordination of Pere 

ons. Bur | 
g VII. Though theſe Powers beCvordinar , yet they are not properly Colla- 
rerall or Coequall ; becauſe they are neither of the ſame nature , extent, nor ex- 
rernall eminency , neither are they derived forma!ly from rhe ſame fountain, the 
one being from God as Creator & Governour of the world, the other from Jeſus 
Chriſt as Mediator & ſole Supreme Head of bis Church. 

VIII. Asthere is no ation how Civill or ſecular ſoever(providing it be done 
by a Church-member) bur as ir relates rof Obſervance roward God, it comes 
under the cognizance of the Ecclefiaftick luriſdiction ; ſo there is no cauſe, 
ation or thing ſo ſacred or Ecclefiaftick , bur as it reſpects the externall peace 
of humane ſociety , belongs ro the Civill Juriſdition : rhe ſame individuall 
action then ( though in diverſe reſpects) may fall under the cognizance both of 
the Ecclefaſtick & Civill Court ; as for inftance Adultery or the like, may be 
the object of Church- Cenſures, as alſo of Civill puniſhment ; in the one, ſub 14s 
tione Scandali;in the other, ſub ratione Criminis. 

IX. That the Magiſtrate may & oughrtoadde his Civill ſan&ion & Confir= 
mation to ſuch Canons & Conſtitutions as are miniſterially cleared & concluded 
by Churcb-Iudicatories: Neither is be ro doe this impl:cira fide, bur may judge 
of them, not only judicio apprebenfivo & diſcretivo, by underſtanding & diſcerning 
theſe Canons in themſelves , bur alſo diſcurſive & deliberative, by cognoſcing , if 
they be agreeable ro the Word ofGod & ſound Reaſonj; in which caſe he dorh 
(as a learned Divine ſaith)judicere, bur not Fudicem agere : But of theſe Canons 
and Concluſions be hath not power ro cognoſce & determine judicio definitive , 
deciſive or legi flatorio,except only in reference to his own AC of ratifying & cor- 
roborating them by his civill ſanction, 

X.. This power of the Magiſtrate azto Church-affaires is Cumw/ative, nor pri- 
Vari» 
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veative ; defenſive, not deftrutive ; Imperative & Coafjve, not Elicitive ; Objes 
Bijve, not formal! ; Corroborative not Abrogative ; Sancitive, not Legiſlative ; 
pot ſacra properly,or in Seeris, but CIRCA SACRA; He isa Nurſing father to 
the Chu:ch nor aſtep-father &c. | 

Xl. Thar the Magiſtrat's power in ratifying Church-decrees , and comman- 
ding vbedience thereto » is not ſervile ( though in ſome reſpe it may be called 
ſub/ervient, viz, to Chiift the great Law-giver of his Church who declarech his 
will by bis Miaifters) nor meerly executive as the Churches ſervant but impera- 
tive, princely, & lupreame, - 

X11, Thar, as when the Magiſtrace goes beyond his ſphzre in judging & 

cognoſcing C.uſes purely ſpiritual] & Ecclefiaftick , he may in fo far be decli- 
an » & appcaled from to the Ecclefiaftick Iudicatory.; ſo when Church-Offi- 
cers exceed the limites of their Juriſdiction , byjudging & determining in Ci- 
vill affaires , they may jultly be declined & appealled from rothe Civill Courr; 
and both or any of them, in caſes of manifeſt Injury & opprefſion (though acting 
intheir own proper ſphere) may be appealled from unto the righreous & great 
God ( as the abſolure ſupreme Iudge io whom both are accountable) and to him 
only. 
XII. As it is one thing to decline the Indge , & an other to appeall from the 
ſentence: ſo when the Magiftrare unjuſtly determines in any Civill affair , his ſen- 
rence may be appealled from , but he cannot for that be declinedasa Iudgein 
theſe affaires : the like may be ſaid of Church-Officers. 

XIV. Although we refuſe not ro yeeld obedience ro the Magiſtrat's Comme 
mands except we be convinced in our Conſcience of the unlawfulnes of rhem ; 
yer we acknowledge & afſert that ;he Word of God alone & not the dictates of 
> — is the adequate &f infallible Rule both of Obedience & Diſ-obe* 

gence. 

XV, As the Magiſtrat may command all a&ts of Divine worſhip which are 
according totbe Word of God under the pain of Civill puniſhment; ſo he may in- 
flict civil! puniſhment for diſobeyiog theſe Commands, 

X VI. Thar there is a great difference berwixt a Royall Command enjoyning 
obedience to Church-Canons,and 8s nomothetich power to make Church-Canons ; the 
M agiſtrate hath the former not the /attey : there is a difference alſo between @ for- 
wall Reſcinding of Church-decrees, & a Civill command not to give obedience to 
theſe decrees ; the Magiſtrate bath the /atter not the former. 

X VII. As extraordinary Evills require extraordinary Helps, ſo the Magiftrat 
may doe many things inatime of the Churches gathering ,backſliding or Cor- 
ruption which he cannor do ſoj long as the Church is ina well Conftirur & 
Reformed Condition : Bur from this ro inferre, Thar he may demoliſh rhe efta- 
bliſhc order 8& fabrick ofa right Conſtirur & Reformed Church, on purpoſeto 
= a proof of bis extraordinary power , by reduceing the ſame into order againz 

r that he may make uſe of this extraordinary power, when the ordinary & aps 
poinred means are to be had, & alſoin caſe ro effetuate the Cure; to inferre this: 
(I ſay) were both impious & incongruous. 

XVIII Thar the End of Givill A  - is not only to obtain 4 quiet ao 
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xeable Life but alſo to encourage God/iner is benefly ; nay, that the end of Mini- 
niftry is nor ſo much 2 quiec & (externally) peaccable life , as the end of Magi- 
ſtracy is godlines & honeſty, 

XIX. Thatthe ſupreame Magiſtrat is the polirickh Head of the perſons who 
make up the vifible Church ( viz. as they are members of the Common-Wealth ) 
bur is not their Head as they ace members of the viſible Church, 5.e. he is nor 
Head of the vifible Church ; becauſe the Head & members are of the fame na- 
rure, but the ſupreme Magittrat as ſuch & the Church as ſuch are of very diffes 
rent natures. 

XX. That what ever Liberty theM ayiſtrar may lawfully grant ro theChurch, 
the Church may nor only lawfully accept ther>f, but may alſo lawfully ſupplicare 
(if need ſo require) the mapiſtrar for it : Tbough I dare not ſay that ſuch a Ma» 
giftrar as doth uſurpe all Church-power oughc to be ſupplicat in matters con- 
Cerning the Church, even for that which otherwiſe no dotintdy granted & 
which be _ togrant, atleaſt wirhour ane expreſs proteſtation againſt rhart 

wer which he bath unlawfully aſſumed ; nor rhat any perſon ought formallyro 

rgain, with, or bribe any Magiſtrate with a ſumme of money for rhe grant 
_— ; farleſs ro condeſcend to finfull or ſcandallous Conditions in order to 
obtain ir. q 

XXI. Albeit the Magiſtrat ought to reſtore ro the Church what ever right 
or Liberty he hath unjuſtly raken from the Church ; yer hence it will nor follow , 
That becauſe the Magiſtrate hath injuriouſly cbruſt Miniſters out from their par- 
ticularCharges Therefore he ought ro reſtore with reſtriftion a cerrain number of 
them to theſe Charges again. My reaſon is chiefly 1 Becauſein this caſe rhe 
Magiſtrate doth not reſtore the ſame Liberry which he hath injuriouſly raken, 
nor to the ſame number from which he rook ir, 2 Though he may reſtore ro them 
a part of their former Liberty & they may accept of it (vx in order to obrain 
the whole) yer he cannot reſtri& them roa parrt of it, nor ought they ro receive 


it upon ſuch termes. 3 The Lib2rty which before they —_— did not conſiſt in 


being confined to particular paroches (which is all that rhe Magiſtrate now grants 
& that to a very few) bur 1n having free acceſs to preach in theſe paroches , or 
elſewhere as the good of rhe whole Church ſhould require, its 
XXII. Iris much betwixt Magiſtrates & Miniſters in diſpenfing*of ſpirituall 
& Church afaires(asone doth neatly illuſtrare)as berwixt the#/3l! Sc the Under- 
ftanding; for Quamvir Voluntas imperat Intel leRui quoad exercitium aus , determi- 
nether tamen per Intellefum quoad ejur ſpeci —_— : thatis, Alchough|the Will 
doth'commend the\Under ſtanding as to the exerciſe ofthe ai, yet it i; determined by the 
wnder ſtanding 4s to the ſpeci ficall kinde therof. And Mapiſtracy may ſay to Mint- 
ſtery (in matters ſpirituall & Ecclefiaſtick) as Moſes ſaid ro Hoebab Numb. 10:31. 
T how mayeſt be to ur in ſtead of eyer. Bur, as the eye cannot ſay untorbe hand, ſo 
neither can Miniſtry ſay ro Magiſtracy I bave no need of thee. x Cor. 12, 21, 
XXII1I. Asicis a mater of great moment & difficulty ro fix the juſt limires 
&'land-marks of the Magiſtrat's power & prerogative , an4 of the Subjects 
Rights & priviledges as to the exerciſe of either probic  nunc 2 So'it is 
af noleſsdifficulry & import to condeſcend upon the moſt proper & A" 
a 
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I meanes hic & nunc, for keeping both withinthe limires of rheir proper orbe , 
" pn the extr2vazances of either; or rogive ajuſt & impartiall decifion when 
eitbet 15 invaded by the orher. 

XXLV. That in ſome caſes many things may begranted by the People even 
to atyranrous Magittrare (for inſtance levyes of men , money , armes &c, ) for 
maintaining bim in his civill pompe & graadour (even though be ſhould alienate 
therrue uſe & end of theſe things. by employing rhem for further ——_—_ 
& confirming himſelf in his ryrannicali or uſurped power ) which cannot wit 
a good Conſcience be granted unto bim or any Magiſtrate whatſoever when he 
hath exprefſely declared ( whither ar , or before the impoſing or requiring of 
theſe things)ſome pernicious & deſtructive defigne,cither againſtReligion , the 
Lives or Liberties of his Subj-&s, which defigne he reſolves, & would be capa® 
Citate by the Granrers, to effeCtuate by ſuch a Grant, 

XKXV. Agevery eſcape , error, or act of unfaithfulnes (even known & con- 
tinued in) whether in a Miniſters emry tothe Miniſtry, or in his Doctrineor de- 
portment , doth not non-minifter him, nor give ſufficient ground ro with-draw 
from, or reje& him as a Minifter of Chrift : So neither doth everyenormity , 
mif- demeanure or act of Tyranny, Injuftice, perfidy or profaniry &c, inrtheCivill 
Magiltrate,whither as to bis way of entry ro that Oficr,oria the execution of it, 
or in bis private & perſonal] behaviour, denominate bim a Tyrant or ane Uſur- 

r, or giveſufficiem ground to diveft bim of his Magiftraticaſl power, & reject 
Lis as the lawfull Magiſtrate, 

XX VI. T bough ſuch a Minifter may lawfully be wirhdrawn from & diſ-owned 
as aMiniſter of Chriſt's miſſion & inftirution , whoeither enters to the Miniſtry 
by the window (/.e. in a way unwarantedor condemned in theWord of God) prea- 
cheth erroneous & damngble Dodtrine , is groſſely ſcandalous & vitious in bis 
converſation, or is utterly inſufficient for ſuch a ſacred Fundion : Yetthecaſe 
may be, & ofren hes been (and whither or no it be oursnow, isnor 
mine to determine) that a People may & ought ro ſubmit themſelves ro the 
Government even of ſuch a Magiſtrate wie either bath injuriouſly uſurped thar 
Office, or bath ſo maleverſ'd in the exerciſe therof ( by violating the main & 
moſt of the Condirions upon which be was admitred ro it ) that his Government 
is degenerat into a manifeſt Tyranny & Irreligion, and ſo bes (de jure) forfaulted 
bis right coruleas a Magiſtrate: I ſay the caſe of a People may be ſocircumſtane 
riate, that they ought ro ſubject themſelves even ro ſucha Tyrant ; till the Lord 
clearly poynt forth ro them a way, either from his written Word , or ſome extras 
ordinary impulſe & influence upon their ſpirits, or from indubirable grounds & 
perſuaſives of found morall principles, or ſuch like » whereby they may emerge 
from under that yock. Hereby I doe nor'yeeld nor afſerr, That it is lawfull (ro 
= obedience to any unlawfull Commands, or that it is vo wayes lawfull for a 

cople ro ſhake off the yock of ane unlawfull & tyrannicall Government: Bur 
only, Thar there may be ſome caſes wherin ir is lawfull for a Peopleto yeeld 
ſubjeQion roa lawleſs Tyrant , and wherin it may be unlawfull forrhem to per= 
petrate or attewpt their own liberation by external] force(which abfſtraftly from 
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thoſe Circumſtances might be both lawfull, laudable & a necefſary duty) vite / | 


# 


when the thing atrempred is either al:ogerher impratticable, rhe meanesor » ' 


manner of effeuating it dubious or unwarantable , the rimeing of it inexpedient 
& unſeaſonable,or the neceflary Concomitans or Conſequents of the Curemare 
burtfull or dangerous then the diſeaſe ; or the like: Neicher doe I affirme , thar 
under atyrannical] Government it is alwayes or abſolately lawfull for the peo- 
pl: ro give paſſive obedzence (it ſuch a forme of phraſe may be admitted which 
wany explode as unaccuratre & incongruous ) but only that there isatime 
which may be called the proper ſeaſon of ſufſering , that is , when ſuffering ( in 
Oppohitton 1oaCting or refifting) is a necetiary & indiſpenſable dury, 

XXVII. Asa man's ſubje&ing himſelt ro a private Robber affaulring & pre- 
vailing againſt him, is no ſolide proof of his approving or acknowledging the in- 
jury & violence commitrred by the Robber ; ſo in many caſesa people or perſon's 
yeelding ſubjeCion (v;J, in matrers civill & external, tor I alwayes exeem Cone 
ſcience & Religion trom ſubjetion roany creature wharſoever) roa Tyrants. e. 
a publick Robber, does nor argue their acknowledging or approving his tyranny 
& oppreſſion. 

XVIII. As itis one thing to be ſubjeR to the Magiſtrate for Conſcience ſake 
anda far other ro ſubje# our Conſcience to the Magiſtrace , that is, tobe ſubje 
torjhis pleaſure ſake : So although we may lawfully ſubmitr our bodies & eſtares 
ro the Civill Magiſtrate } and in many caſesalſoroa Tyrant z yerinnocaſecan 
itbe Jawfull for us to ſubje& our Conſcience or Religion to any Magiſtrate or 
morrall , God himſelt beingrhe immediate, & ſole Soveraign Lord of both. 

XXIX. Although this great & tundamenta'l truth ;that Chriſt ir a King , yea 
& the wy King & Head of his Church , be ſuch asat no time or before no Per- 
ſons is to be denyed or diſ-owned, bur freely & taithfullyto be afſerted , when the 
circumſtances of the Caſe calls for a Confeiſfion : yer Whither or no Ceſar be 8 
King. or hath any right roreigne as Supreame in marrers civill}(even upon ſuppo- 
tion that he is (jure) no King, bur a Tyrant & ane Uſurper) or ſuch Law-queſtions 
as theſe relating ro Civill Government , ſeemes ro me not to be of ſuch import or 
conſequence in Religion, asthat we are alwayes bound in Conſcience poſinvely ro 
declare our judgement when interrogat theranent, eſpecially when ſuch Quz- 
ſtions are pur ro us with a manifeſt deſigne ro intrap our Lives or intangle our 
Conſcience. We have Chrilt's own prattice for a pattern of ſuch prudence & 
Chriſtian Caution, BurtyerI would be loath ro condemne, or rigidly to cenſure 
ſuch as our of a pious principle of zeal ro God & conſcience of duty, doe freely 
& om declare their judgement (when poſed with ſuch Queſtions) rhough ro 
the manifeſt detriment of their Lives , rhey conſcientiouſly looking upon it asAa 
caſe of Confeſſion. | 

XXX. Wecheerfully acknowledge, rhatir 1s the duty both of Miniſters 8& 
People & of every Subje@ ro pray for Magiſtrares (whither Supreame or ſubor- 
dinate ) & all whom the Lord hath ſerin authority over us; and that nor only ſo 
long as they continue to rule for the Lord or good of the Land , bur even when 
they become open Tyrants, perſecutors &c, & continues ſuch ; Iſay , we ought 
to 
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pray for the Converſion & ſalvation even of ſuch 3 exceprehe Lord ſhould: 
diiher expreſſely diſcharge the ſame, or by ſome infallible demonftrarion de- 
Clare tbat he hes rejeRted them (which I hombly chink we cannor be infalhbly 
aſcertain'd of ,cſpecially as ro particular perſons , withoart divine-Revelarion) 
or elſe (give ſuch clear & ſenfible figntfications of fits refuſing to hear avy 
prayers fot rhetn , & of his diſpteaſure therat , that we dare not adventure to 
ut up ſuch ſutes wichour fearing co offend dim, & procure bis diſf-countenance 
1n orher things that ve find clearnes & freedom to pray for ; or the like, 
{Thus,S-r, have given you ſome account,rot only of mine own, bur of the judge 
tnenr of diverſe others defervediyeftecmed in the Church, with whom | bare 
cotamunicat in rhe matter of this nee Indulgence 8 way of bonding for (bratn- 
ing the ſame: wheriu (with ſome ferions defires to the Lord for light & lead- 
ing } I have indeavoured to deal as fingly & mnpatially (though in a _ & 
Emple way) as I can, and ftudied a'fo to guard agarnit giving occafion of offence 
ot irritation to any who are otherwiſe minded. Hy ail which you may likes 
wile perceive what 1s our judyement in anfwer ro your other Queſtion, 1i2 , Hbe- 
ther the People ought td conchrre im calling Mmmſters who will enter by this Bond?That 
not 6nly we cannot adviſe , but are ctear & determined to difſeuade (as we nnd 
acceſs & conveniency ) all 10 beware of Calling or Inviting of Mmitters ac- 
cording tothe pattern & plat-forme char is laid 4own by this new Indulgence, 
as they would hew themſelves tender of rhe Corcernes of Chriſts Crown & 
Kingdom , as they weuld nor lift themfeives rome apenrs gw & Oppo- 
ſers of che free Courſe of his Goſpel! , as they would nor be counted Enemies to 
the Minifteriall freedom & fairhfulnes of his Ambafſedours; and ina word, as 
they would not be found acceſſory ro, & guilry of all theſe innumerable Evills 
of Sin, Scandall & Inconvemency ( wherof we have mentioned ſeverall in the 
preceeding diſcourſe ) that are either implyed in, or doe natively follow upon 
this way of pationing. Ir is Likwife rbought fit, That the ſame be communi- 
cart by youto others as you ſhall ſee needfull & corveniem : Ard though we 
have no pleaſure in contending , far lefs in divulginp our Differences, yet it is 
formd neceſlary ro make this krown at this time, torithefe ( amorg, mar.y other) 
urgent Reaſons 1 The clear Cor.viftion, we bave of the wary Exiils & tadien- 
dency of complying with this new device , as you way fee in the abovewritten 
Arguments.2 That this is a time whetin, as there harh beer, ſo theres ſtill a conti- 
nued & impetuous torrent of infefting Defeion, ard wany alas) already, & 
moe yet like ro be carried down withit. 3 The firme perſwaſion we have of 
thar excellent & clear (though now much controverted & contradited ) rruth , 
that Teſus Chriſt the Mediator 5s the alone King & ſupreme Governour in @ over bis 
own Houſed Ordinance:, 4 The ſenſe weha' e, & ovphtto bave, of the many 
grievous Ircroachirens &. Invaſions which bave beer made vpontbis his 
oyall Prerogarive, & ow ſo ready cedings to, & filence thera, 5 1n panti- 
cvlar, tbe o:ultiphed experiences we have alrezdy bad ofthe bad froms ardfarail 
ts of clobng with the ty o-forn er Jrdvyerces, wo with approving of 
& Gonnlying at the Tame ; and our tot ITY ro the fortheſl lergih of 
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dut y to haveÞrevenred Comps therewith by a ſeaſonable , plain & publick 
Proteſtation againſt ic. 6, That ſuch as will nor deſpiſe , may yet bave rimeous 
warning to hold off from m— chemſelves in this,or any other the like ſnares 
forthe furure. 7, Thar the further offending of the already offended & aflited 
Remnant (thorow our finfull Glence & more fiofull complyance with ſuch Cour- 
ſes) may be prevented ſo far as in us lyeth. $8, T hat this puor Mite may be added 
to all the preceeding T eftimonies of the Lords ſervants, & a witnes continued in 
this Church againſt ſuch ſteps or Courſes of Defetion. 9g Becauſe mott of the 
diſſentient Bretheren were not preſent at the paſſing of rhe fore-mentioned Vote 
(being either off the town at that time,or even thele who were in it.not ſo inuch as 
advertiſed that ſuch a Vore was intended, which upon what account was negle= 
Qed, is beſt known to the Aſiembler:) but were altogether ſurprized with it. And 
fince we have(l xaow not by waat lort of prepotterous Prudence ) fo unhappily 
le: lip che moſt proper & pertinent leaſo., of entering a Verbail joynr Teſtimony 
ayainlt that Vote & Bond , and have not keep't ſuch a proportion berwixr var 
difſentings and their vorings & bondings , as f houl4 have been equivalent co a 
withtanding them 10 their face wherm they mere co be blamed ; Therefore now we 
find our (elves the more necerficat to give lome public. k Egnification of our Re- 
ſenrment of this ſtep of DefeCion by (at leaſt) a paper- Teſtimonyyzfor rubbing off 
{ſo far as 15 poſſible ) the Reproach that we have procured tu be caft upon us, 
through onr ſo long forbearance.vf, & flinching from fo laudabie & neceſſary 
aducy. 10, Andſomucatherather That ſome h:ve taken the Confidence to 
publiſh ſeverall Arguments whereby they eflayed to prove this Bonding not on=- 
ly ro be lawfuil bur a laudable dury , yea & expreſſly commanded by Godin 
his Word, as may be leen ina Paper called Plra's for peaceable lrving ; Tore is 
a!ſo ane invective & larcaſtick. paper , or rather 2 ſcurrile and feolding R_ 
(pardon the picquanrnes of the phraſe lince itis extorred & the thing deſerves 
2a ſharper ſtigma ) compound of Quzries containing ſome. hing to this purpoſe, 
bar in effe&4 1s icarſe worth the naming or noticing, being a piece wherinthe cla- 
morous & carping Qurrier (the Author ) bath bewrayed ſo much paſſion, pe- 
dantry & (ifwe may tcll the truth as it is) manifeſt mendacity, by faſtening gro- 
undleſs calumnies & nottour falſehoods upon his a4 verſe Party, Thatl am per- 
ſaaded his own Aſſociates & greateſt pleaders for /he Bond, will (ifthey con= 
ſulr the advantage of rbeir Caule) be aſhamed ro own luch a ſhameleſs & flinde- 
rous Satyre, which ſeeing ir is for moſt part ftuft'd with private & perſanall re- 
flieQtions,. 1 leave to be cognoſced by theſe who finde themſelves moſt con- 
cern'd to anſwer ir. 11, Becauſe rhereis ſuch a hideous Clamour & ow-cry 
againſt all theſe who (by adhering co their {worn P reſb. principles & the known 
pc 1rtice of our worthy & zeallous Anceſtours in times of ſuch backſliding & 
Corruption). doe reftify their diſſent from this Bond & the Late Vore for the 
ſame, as b-1ng Separariftr Autvorrds Fomentors of drvs fliongheady, ſelf willed, maſy- 
contengs Implacable blind zelotes, Ignorant Scruplerr,and« ven | uch as CANNOT 
GI/E AREASON for Giffeni rom their banded brether in this bufines ; and 
that alchough theſe Voting Bretheren in plain termes declared they FOUND NO 


$1, 
ASON wh le mighr not give this Bond for Miniſters, yetthey maynow 

np & know , her heres found ſo mucbRes ber + ir as not 
only!doth fully clear& fatiſfyingly convince their ownConlciences of the finſul- 
nes thetot, but may be lufficient alſo to render tbe ſame juſtly to be diſ-liked, yea 
dereſted by every honeſt & rue hearted Preſbyterian & Covenanted Son of the 
Reformed Church of Scotland. 12, Severall orber means were uſed & efſay- 
ed for diſ-luading andreclaiming the voting & Bonding Bretheren from ingage- 
ing or continuingiin theſe divided & dividing practices , but have nor proven 
effectuall, I3, Becauſe of the imminent danger we ate now in of being over- 
whelmed again with Antichriſtian darkres , & redaCted torbat old Babyloniſh 
bondage & ſuperftition (our of which our zeallous & RenownedReformers had 
wreſtled thorow lo many difficuities & diſcouragements, who not only pereinpe 
rorly refuſed to bring their Miniſtry into ſuch bondage as by this Bond is requi- 
fite of the Bonders , bu alſo faithfully & plainly proteſted againſt the leaſt ap- 
pearance or figne of ſubjeQion that theEnemy required of them in the{marters of 
their Miniſtry) by the biood- thirſty Papsſts , who rake no litle incouragement by 
theſe diviſive deger.erate & un-preibyrerian like practices (which they lee fo 
many formerly zeallousPreibyterians fallen upon) ro carry on their hell-hatch'c 
& pernicious Plots apairft all who will not worthip the Beaſt & receive bis 
mark. Aud though ſome of the Pleaders for , & Favorites of this new preren- 
ded ill-favour'd favour are plealed 10turn this Confideration into a Morive & 
argument to unire with them intheſe by-wayes of theirs for ftrengthbening us 
againſt that Common Enemy , and that our refuſing to comply therwith is the 
very way to weaken both our Cauſe & Party ; yet how incontrovenibly true is 
the contrare (both from what bath been already ſaid, & will ( we fear ) be more 
ſadly .& ſhamefully diſcovered by the event ) ifthere be any truth inthar, Prov. 
Io: 29, The way of the Lord 1: ſirengeh to cheupright orin that, Job. 17: 9. he 
that hath clean Lt (how weak ſoever or witlels be be accounted bythe Wrts 
of this world) ſhall be ſtronger & ſtronger or in the Connexion berwixt theſe two 
1 Theſl. 5:21, 21, to bold faſt that which i: good, & 10 Abſtain from all appea= 
rence of evill. And though we ſhould be eſteemed inthis to be weake yet are we 
ſtrong; Nay , when we are (thus) weak, then are we ſtrong. 14; That it ſeemes 
now evident, rhe Lord is at hand & cometh out of his piace ro plead the long 
dependent Controverſy of Zion , to puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earthifor their 
iniquity , to avenge the quarrell of bis broken & burnt Covenant, to make in- 
quiſition for the blood of bis Martyres, and ro call all of us to give ane Account of 
our wayes, and particularly what hatb been our carriage in reference roowning 
or diſowning of him or his Interefts,during all the time of this diſmal & grow- 
ing DefeCtion , when our mincings , excufings, ſhiftings , ſubrile or ſupple 
Evafions& partial! palliatings will be of litle value or fignificancy towaird off the 
ftroakes of our highly offended & jeallonus God. And Leftly, Thar at leaft we 
may bereby in ſome meaſure exoner & diſcharge our own Conſciences before 
God & the World by thus teſtifying our - like & difanſfaRtion withtheſe & 
2 tha 
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the like Courſes ;& more particularly , againft this 4/vifipe De/tB;qp , drivgn op 
by theſe dolefull Luda/gences & many Qbtain mercy in the Day ofthe Lords figrce 
& fatt-approaching wrath. 


I ſhall ſhur all up only with a few $eriptures worthy to be pondered & im- 
proven in our practice this day , when upon the one band there is ſo htle rg 
gard to the grieving & offending of the Lit!e Ones, and an the other , ſuch 
readines ro ſtumble & be offended when occaſion is given. Firft then, for 
guarding agaioſt giving of Offence, let theſe fteyy Scriptures be Conſidered : 
Matth. 18: 7. 4/0 wnto the world becauſe of Offences, yea, wo unto that man by 
whom the Offence cometh, 1 Cor. 10: 32. Give none ofjence, neither tothe ſews, 
nor to the Gentiles nor to the Church of God, Rom, 1.4.1 3,21. Let us not theve- 
fore judge one another any more, but judge this rather, That no man put a ftum- 
bling block or ane occaſion to fall m bis brother s way. It is good neirher to eat flegb 
mor to drink wine nor ANY THINGwhereby thy brother ſtumbleth;or is offended, 
#7 is made weake 2 Cor. 6:3 4 Giving no _ (let Miniſters hearken to this, 
for it chiefly concernes them) that the A initiry be not blamed , but in all thrgs 
.«pproving 0ur ſelyes (read bur the following verſes of that Chaprer, & ponder 
the particulars wherin Miniſters ought to approve themſelves) as the Mini- 
fters of God Cc. 1 Cor. 8g, But takgheed leaſt by apy meanes this Likenty of 
yours (even thoughabſtractedly from {candall it were {anleſs, as this ſpoken of 
in the Text is , which "the Liberty granted both in the former & latter In- 
dulgence-is nat» as aboye) become a ſtumbling block to theſe that are weak 8 

verl. 12. But when ge ſor againſt the brethexev & wound their weak Conſcience » 
7e fi againſt Chriſt. And tothis puupole. I would recemmend thuRuleof A- 
meſius de Conſe Lib. 5.Cap 11:Quarit.6. Reſp, 3. To prevens ſcandaili- 
Ling of the Litle ones (ſaith he) at{ theſe things ought to 'be done #7 forbers which 
m4) bedoue or forboru withaut fin. Secendly, tor guardin againſt ſtumbling or 
being offended , thoughoccalien thereto be gwen , ſhall oply adde iſeſe 
followmy Þſ. 119: 165. Great pearrihane they which Jaye thy Lazo » & nerhing 
ſhall offend them, Hol q: 15. Thowgh thou ifracl play the Harlst, yet, let wos 
Iudah.ofſend, or tranſgreſſe. ' Matth. 11:6. 4ndblefed1s be whoſoever ſhall not 
be effexded inme : yea, it is given as the Character of him who received the 
feed itof{tony places (Marth 13:21.)1,c.0fa fruitleſs & terapoxary profeſipr, 
that when tribulation ar perſecution arifeth be eaujerf hearord, by © by br 1s offen- 
ded. Prov. 10 g. He that watkoth upreghrly ww atkerbfunciy, that is, he ſhall got 
ſtumble or be offended, or asitis chap. 2$: 18. -hesballbe ſaved. Prov. 4:37 6, 
Kighte ouſnes keepeth him that 1s upright inthe way. and Chap.15:19, The ” 
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of the Righteous is made plain. Jcb. 17: 9, The Righteons alſe ſtall Fcld onbis 
4), & bethat bath clean hands ſtall be ftronger & ſlronger. And in crcer kere- 
to Truft in the Lord with all tl me Leantye lean not to thime own Tyderſlanding 
Prov, 3:5. and verſe 6. In all thy wayes acknewledge kim , & be ſtall airetttby 
paths. Keep ſotind wiſdom ard dijcrenen Prev.z: 21. 23, then ſhalt thou walk. 
in thy way ſafely , & thy foot ſhall not ſlumble, Foryet alitle while(Heb.10:37s 
38.) and be that ſball come, will come, & will not tarry, Now the juſt ſhall live 
by Faith , but if s - man ſball dran-back., my ſoul ſhall bayeno pleaſurein him, 
| 16.15 Echold 1 come as a thief, bleſſed 15 he that keepeth his garments, leaft 
be walk naked, & they ſce his ſhame. And Rev. 22: 20, He which teftifyeth 
theſe things, ſaith, ſurely | ceme quickly Amen, Even ſocome Lord Teſus. 

Now t 10 hi that 1s able to keep you from: falling preſent you faultleſſe before 
the preſence of 1s glory with exceeding joy, To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be 
glory & majeity, dominion & pou er, both now & for ever, Amen, Jud. yerſ- 24, 
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Diligite bomines , mterficite exrores,; ſing ſuperbia dy veritate prefinite ; 
ſervitia pro veritate cc EY  Orate BR allen Siraboer Fi wn 
ſtin. Lib. 1, Contra Epilt. Perthagy. La? 

Nullus eſt pudor ad meliora tranſire. Ambroſ,ad ValentinianumImper.Epiſt, 
31, Et /atius eſt (ut ait Lucianus) recurrere quam male currere. 

Non eſt Leyitas a cognito & damnato Erfore diſctdere; ſed ingenue fatendum, 
aliud putavi, deceptus ſum: hac vero ſuperbs ſtultitia perſeverantie eſt, quod ſe= 
wel dixi (vel fect) qualccungque eſt, fixum rarumgque fit, Seneca Lib. 4. de Be» 
nef, cap. 38, _- 

Melius e#t pro pietate Diſſidium quam Concordia fucata. Nazianzenus Orat, 
x. de Concordia 

St autem de Veritate ſumitur ſcandalum, utilius eft ut ſcandalum oriatur, quans 
yeritas relinquatur. Bernard. ex Greg, Mag, hom. in Ezech. 

Preſtantins eſt pro veritate pati ſupplicium,quam pro adulatione ferre beneficinmi 
P. Voet. Juriſprud, facra 

Ut Atagen atias vocalis, captus obmuteſcit;ita quibuſdam ſervitus adimit yocems 
qui liber: loquebantur libere Eraſm.Simil, 

Remedia quamvis ſtatim mordeant vel offendant,poſtea tamen ſalutem conferunt 
ac voluptarem; ita ſalubria n.onita mitio ſunt nonnihil amara » poſtea Correia 
jucundiſcima, Plutarchus, 
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Errata. 


P: 1.1. 19;r. it. ps. 6.1. 11.17, way o p: 7-1. 73. 1: 1y ſpetially. p- 14-1. 27. r-. ewtop, 
If» |. 32.7. peaceably. p. 18, 1.16, r. as true, £ 211, 3-7. far. P, 23-1, 2.7. #0.P. 25. 
L 24+ r. Jolth, P+ 26, I, 29, Fs Comphrng. Ps 28. 1. 7& 8, their, r, there, L I2,0s tberin, p. 
29» |- 1. r. greateſt p. 31-1. 35» Teſpercher: p. 33+ 1, 41.1, berba A 
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